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Happy New Year! May the year 2017 bring health 

and happiness to all of you. 

We have an exciting program planned for our 

Winter meeting to be held on Wednesday, March 1 

at Brookside, Room 50, at 1 PM. Janet Alpert, 

Assistant District Attorney, Criminal Unit from the 

Nassau County District Attorney’s Office, will 

speak to us on a most relevant topic, Consumer 

Fraud. Mark Steinberg will relate the most recent 

news from BMUST. Additionally, the new retirees 

from the “Class of 2017” will be announced. This 

is a meeting you do not want to miss! 

I have been attending many meetings on behalf of 

our retirees. I will share as much information as I 

can with you as it appears. Three topics on which 

we should be vigilant are Medicare, Social 

Security and the New York State Constitutional 

Convention vote. We all receive a copy of NYSUT 

United, the NYSUT publication. Please make sure  
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to read it as it covers current issues facing  

educators. It can also be located online at 

nysut.org.  Additionally, NYSUT sends out a 

Member Briefing to you online each week. 

There is a NYSUT Political Action page at 

mac.nysut.org. These are all venues to keep 

us informed and engaged in issues affecting 

retirees. Please take advantage of them. 

 

A copy of the December issue of Local Dos 

may be found at the bmust.org website. Some 

of our retirees are prominently featured. 

The BMUST Dinner Dance will take place on 

June 15
th

 at the Woodbury Country Club. 

This year, we will be honoring Rachel 

Shapiro as our recipient of the Patricia 

Christy Outstanding Retiree Award. 

Congratulations to Rachel. 

I am looking forward to seeing you at our 

next meeting and upcoming events in the 

Spring. 

                                                                                                              

Sharon 

 

BMRTA OFFICERS  

AND  
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Photos from the Fall Meeting 

The Fall meeting was held on October 19, 2016 at Brookside featuring Paul Pecorale, Vice 

President of NYSUT as our guest speaker.  The topic was The New York State Constitutional 

Convention:  What Does It Mean To Retirees?  In November of 2017 voting for a referendum on 

calling for a New York State Constitutional Convention will take place.  If it passes, everything 

we have as educators and retirees is open for discussion and debate such as pension guarantee 

and collective bargaining. As the date nears, more will be discussed.  The meeting was very 

informative. 

 

 

     

 

Ken Ulric, Sue Stamile, Paul Pecorale, Sharon Wisla 

Joan Kleinman and Dan Viafore Andrea Schuman and Pat Christy 
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Jane Klein and Roberta Mohr Joe Gsell and Ted Blatchely 

Jack Klein Sue Risberg 

Ellen Weissman Sharon Lefkowitz, Wendy Forgash, Sharon Wisla 



 
5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Safeguard Your Records. It’s a good idea to take a few steps to protect your tax records against 

natural disaster. The IRS recommends keeping a duplicate set of records, including bank 

statements, tax returns, identifications, and insurance policies, in a safe place such as a 

waterproof container. Keep the duplicate set in a different place than the originals, and consider 

keeping the duplicate records in an electronic format, such as on a CD or external hard drive. 

Also, photograph or videotape the contents of your home, especially items of a higher value. The 

IRS’s disaster loss workbook, Publication 584, can help you compile a room-by-room list of 

belongings. A photographic record can help prove the value of items for insurance claims. Store 

the photos with family or friends who live outside your area. 

Kiplinger’s Retirement Report, August 20153 

 

Is it true there are plastic gift cards to make a contribution to a child’s 529 college savings 

account or to help college graduates repay their loans? Yes, says Nadine Perry, marketing 

director for the gift registry Gift of College. Beginning Nov. 7, physical plastic gift cards will be 

available in Toys R Us and Babies R Us stores in increments of $25 to $500. Parents of younger 

children create a profile on GiftofCollege.com, and each time they receive a card, they can 

transfer the money into a linked 529 account. If they don’t currently have a 529 account, they’ll 

have to open one. College grads can create their own profiles and transfer money to pay down a 

linked student loan. 
Newsday, October 19, 2016 

 

Hate Waiting on Hold When You Call Customer Service? You probably already know that 

you can get transferred to a live person by pressing “O” or saying “representative.” But what 

about those instances when that doesn’t work?  Try talking to the voice recognition system in an 

angry tone. Yes, getting angry at the machine may get you transferred to a human faster! 

Important: Once you do get transferred to a human, switch from being angry to being pleasant. 

The phone reps will be more likely to help you if you are nice to them. 
Bottom Line Yearbook 2016 

 

Home Sale Profits After Death. How are home sale profits taxed after a spouse’s death? Do 

you still get the $500,000 of tax-free profit, or it is limited to $250,000? If both spouses met 

the requirements for tax-free profit -- basically, owning and living in the house for two of the 

five years leading up to that point -- then the $500,000 exclusion applies if the home is sold 

within two years of the spouse’s death. If the sale comes after the grace period expires, the 

$250,000 limit for single homeowners applies. But remember, if the couple jointly owned the 

home, when the first spouse dies, the tax basis will be stepped up based on the date-of-death 

value. That would wipe out at least half of the taxable profit accrued up to that point. 

Kiplinger’s Retirement Report, October 20163 

Pat Christy’s  

CLIPS and SNIPS 
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Drinking tea every day may be good for your heart. People who drink one to three cups of tea 

a day were less likely to have a major cardiovascular event over an 11-year period, compared 

with people who did not drink tea. They were also less likely to have calcium buildup in the 

heart’s coronary arteries. 
Bottom Line Personal, June 1, 2016 

 

3 Club Soda Tricks. Pour club soda into a spray bottle, and keep it in your car -- a quick spritz 

dissolves bird droppings quickly so they’re easy to wipe away. Drizzle it over a screw that’s 

rusted stuck, and wait about 5 minutes -- the rust will dissolve so that the screw is easy to turn. 

Pour a bit into a glass, and soak jewelry with gemstones overnight -- by morning, they’ll be 

sparkling again. 
Bottom Line Personal, June 1, 2015 

 

Little-known ways to save at Amazon. Amazon Student is Amazon Prime but just for students. 

Students get a free trial of Amazon Prime and the 50% off the cost of membership for up to four 

years while they are at college. 
Bottom Line Personal, July 1, 2016 

 

Social Security - Differing ages. For those born after 1954, the full retirement age for Social 

Security benefits begins a gradual rise from 66 to 67. But the changes don’t move in lockstep for 

retirement and survivor benefits. For example, if you were born in 1955, the full retirement age 

for your retirement benefit is 66 and 2 months, but if you are widowed, your full retirement age 

for a survivor benefit remains age 66.  And while the full retirement age for retirement benefits 

climbs to 67 for workers born in 1960 and later, full retirement age for survivor benefits rises to 

67 for workers born in 1962 and later. Go to www.socialsecurity.gov to find the full retirement 

ages by birth year for either benefit. 

Kiplinger’s Retirement Report, October 20163 

 

DIY University. These days you can find courses online on just about anything from the 

microeconomics of Mongolia to how to truss a turkey. And now with DIY University from The 

Family Handyman, you can learn to be a great DIYer. There are courses on electrical skills and 

projects, toilet repairs, trim and much more. Some of the courses are advanced and technical; 

some are designed for new homeowners just getting started in DIY. You can learn at your own 

pace in the comfort of your home, and the course is yours forever, so it’s a great reference tool. 

There are free courses for you to sample. Prices for the rest are $6 and up. Go to 

mydiyuniversity.com. 
The Family Handyman, October 2015 

SITES YOU’LL LIKE: 
 
Avvo.com/legal-forms  instructions for durable power of attorney, prenups, etc. 
FamilySearch.org   free genealogy website 
FindMyPast.com   traces to England, Ireland, Canada, or Australia 
Fold3.com    US military personnel records to Revolutionary War 
Medicare.gov/hospitalcompare plug in your zip code for hospitals in your area 
Newspapers.com   searchable digital access to newspapers 

SmartPatients.com  treatments, side effects, clinical trials, research results 
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The Holiday Party 

 The annual BMUST Holiday Party was held at Grill Fire in Merrick on Friday, December 

9, 2016.  Party goers brought toys which were later distributed to children at the NUMC.  Grill 

Fire is a lovely venue where we have a chance to meet with old friends and make new ones.   

 

   
 

 

 
    

 

 

Sharon Wisla and Barbara Farchione Andrea Schuman and Jill Klasson 

 Terry Westervelt, Angela Colesanti, John Westervelt, and Tony Colesanti 

Al Fenichel, Sal Bommarito, and Anita Newman 
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Nathan Siegelaub, Pat Riew, Henry Dircks (Santa), Bruce Reid, Ellen Johanson, 

Betsy Siegelaub, Antoinette Valenta, Kim Black, Sue Stamile and Joe Gsell visited 

NUMC to distribute the toys. 

Sharon Lefkowitz and Sue Risberg Cheryl Loverro, Sharon Wisla, and Sue Stamile 
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BMRTA GOLF OUTING 2016 
  

The 32nd Annual Golf Outing took place on Sunday, October 23, 2016 at the Heatherwood 

Country Club in Setauket at 9:30 AM. This outing is held as a memorial to Pat Linehan's parents, 

Dot and Pat, Sr. 

Four members participated in the event: Rich DeMott, John Mazzarella, Rich Schiller, and 

Tom Wheatley. A good time was had by all. 

A special thanks goes to Tom Wheatley, who was our BMRTA coordinator. 
 

Other News 
Sharon Wisla along with Sue Stamile, Jane Sanacora, and Joe Gsell attended the NYSUT 

Legislative Conference on October 6.  They met with Legislators from Nassau and heard from 3 

Congressional candidates.  The speakers included Assemblymen David McDonough, Thomas 

McKevitt, Edward Ra, and Joseph Saladino; and State Senators Todd Kaminsky and Adam 

Haber. Suffolk legislators spoke with their constituents. 
 

               
 
 
 
Ann Parry was in a Newsday feature  as part of an ongoing series about retired teachers and 

where they are now.  She was a graduate of Calhoun as well as spending her entire career in 

Bellmore-Merrick. 

 

Congratulations to Eileen and Gary Weissman on the marriage of their son David to Jill 

Berkowitz on November 12, 2016 at the Woodbury Country Club.  Eileen taught special 

education at Merrick Avenue. 
 

Good news from Mariann and Bob Senior.  Their first grandchild, Sienna Rose, was born on 

September 18, 2016 to their daughter Tara and her husband. Their son, Joe, will be getting 

married in July 2017.  Bob Senior taught social studies at Calhoun and was a BMUST officer. 

 

Joan Jungbluth is now home at 70 Cedar Drive, Massapequa, NY. 11758,  recovering from a 

broken hip.  Joan started out as P.E. teacher at Jerusalem and finished her teaching career as 

Librarian at Grand.  

Heard Here and There 

Joe Gsell, Sue Stamile, Sharon Wisla, 

and Jane Sanacora pose at the meeting. 

Joe Gsell and Bill Bogatz who previously 

taught in BMCHSD. 
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Sydney C. Ryan, Jr. of Weeki Wachee, Florida 

died on September 25, 2016.  He was a U.S. 

Navy veteran who served during World War II. 

After his teaching career in Bellmore-Merrick, he 

retired to Florida, where his wife still resides. 

Elizabeth Day passed away on November 10, 

2016 at the age of 91. Betty originally came over 

to Mepham in 1953 as an exchange teacher from 

Glasgow, Scotland for one year. She returned to 

Mepham in 1957 and was an English teacher and 

chairperson until her retirement in 1979. 
   

Ann Hansen of North Merrick passed away on 

November 11, 2016.  She worked as a school 

nurse and guidance counselor at Mepham from 

1970 until her retirement in 1997.  She had three 

children as well as grandchildren and great 

grandchildren.  She was 90.  Donations may be 

made to: God's Love We Deliver at 166 Avenue 

of the Americas, NY NY 10013 or by 

www.glwd.org 

 

 

 

Patrick Linehan passed away on December 18, 2016.  Pat was a retired math 

teacher from Jerusalem Avenue. Additionally, he was a head building 

representative from Jerusalem and one of BMUST's Vice Presidents.  He 

started a second career as a certified financial planner in 1984 to spend more 

time with his family.  For many years he sponsored the BMRTA Golf Outing 

as a memorial to his parents.  Condolence cards may be sent to the Linehan 

family at 142 Richmond Avenue, Amityville, NY 11701. 

 

 
Bob Phelps passed away on December 26, 2016 after a battle with 

cancer.  He was 89 years old. A Mepham graduate, he taught 

physical education in the district from 1952 to 1990, where he had 

long and distinguished career as a teacher, coach, school and 

community leader and contributor. He was a role model to many 

providing a great example of good character and sportsmanship.  In 

lieu of flowers, contributions can be made to the Bob Phelps 

scholarship fund at Calhoun.  Condolence cards may be sent to the 

Phelps family at 35 Range Drive, Merrick NY 11566 

 

Brian Moeller's mother, Carol, passed away 

Tuesday, October 18th. Brian is a social studies 

teacher at Calhoun and Head Building Rep. from 

Calhoun.  Condolence cards may be sent to Brian 

at his home at 2136 Willoughby Avenue, 

Wantagh, NY 11793. 

Joan Kleinman's mother, Shirley Nelson, passed 

away on November 4th.  Joan is a retired math 

teacher from Merrick Avenue.  Condolence cards 

may be sent to Joan and her family at 3165 Lydia 

Lane, Bellmore, NY 11710  

  

 Jeanne Johnson, wife of Walter Johnson, passed 

away on November 5th. Walt is a retired principal 

from Grand Avenue.  Condolence cards may be 

sent to Walt and his family at Room 109, 1710 

SW Health Parkway, Naples, Florida 34109. 

 
Jane Sanacora's husband, Glenn, passed away on 

December 10th. Jane is a retired social studies 

teacher from Calhoun.  Condolence cards may be 

sent to the Sanacora family at 41 Maxwell Road, 

Garden City, NY 11530. 

 

 

 

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/navy/?personid=181644256&affiliateID=2081
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/navy/?personid=181644256&affiliateID=2081
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

March 1  Winter BMRTA Meeting  Brookside, Rm. 50  
         1 PM 

 

May 16  RC 17      General Membership Meeting 

         Farmingdale Library 

         9:30 AM 

 

May 24  BMRTA Spring Meeting                Brookside, Rm. 50   

   Election of Officers and Reps   1:30 PM 

May 24  Welcome New Retiree Party  Place TBA 

         2:30-5:30 PM 

 

June 15  BMUST Dinner Dance   Woodbury Country Club  

         6-11 PM  

The BMUST Representative Assembly meetings for 2017:  Jan.18, Feb. 15, March 15, April 15, May 17 

in the Board Room, and June 21 at 4 PM.  Most meetings will start at 5:30 PM in the Brookside cafeteria. 

 It is with great sadness that we inform you of 

passing of Jessica Cimmino as a result of a tragic 

car accident on Friday January 6, 2017.  Jessica 

was an in service Home and Careers teacher from 

March 2004 until the present. She was split 

between Grand and Merrick Avenue, but had also 

worked in both Mepham and Kennedy High 

Schools.  Condolence cards may be sent to the 

Cimmino family at 165 Edgegrove Avenue, 

Staten Island, NY 10312.  There is a Go Fund Me 

page set up for her kids, ages 5 and 3, for their 

education. You can locate it at 

https://www.gofundme.com/ralphie-and-gabby. 

Sara Kaufman Georg, daughter of the late Neal 

Kaufman, passed away on January 9, 2017.  Neal 

was a retired social studies teacher from Grand 

Avenue. Sara was a Mepham High School 

graduate, class of 1986.  Condolence cards may 

be sent to the Kaufman family at 2138 Rosemont 

Street, North Bellmore, NY 11710. 

 

Dr. Leonard Levitan, husband of Carole Levitan, 

passed away on January 18. Carole is a retired 

nurse from Calhoun and Mepham High Schools.  

Condolence cards may be sent to Carole and her 

family at 1003 Easton Road, Apt. C705, Willow 

Grove, Pennsylvania 19090. 

Elayne Kaye's husband, Arthur, passed away on 

January 27, 2017.  Elayne is a retired art teacher 

from Merrick Avenue.  Condolence cards may be 

sent to Elayne and her family at 1555 Glenn 

Curtis Boulevard, #205, East Meadow, NY 

11554. 

 

Richard (Rick) Gimpel, son of Fred Gimpel, 

passed away on February 3, 2017. Fred is a retired 

principal from Grand Avenue.  Condolence cards 

may be sent to Fred Gimpel at 131 Greenside 

Villas Drive, Unit B-2, Little River, South 

Carolina 29566  

 

family at 1003 Easton Road, Apt. C705, Willow 

Grove, Pennsylvania 19090. 

Elayne Kaye's husband, Arthur, passed away on 

January 27, 2017.  Elayne is a retired art teacher 

from Merrick Avenue.  Condolence cards may be 

sent to Elayne and her family at 1555 Glenn 

Curtis Boulevard, #205, East Meadow, NY 

11554. 

 

Richard (Rick) Gimpel, son of Fred Gimpel, 

passed away on February 3, 2017. Fred is a retired 

principal from Grand Avenue.  Condolence cards 

may be sent to Fred Gimpel at 131 Greenside 

Villas Drive, Unit B-2, Little River, South 

Carolina 29566  

Jerome Weiss, the father-in-law of Ellen Weiss, 

passed away on Friday, February 3, 2017.Ellen is 

a retired social studies teacher from Mepham and 

one of our BMRTA representatives at the RA.  

Condolence cards may be sent to Howard and 

Ellen Weiss at 735 Fairview Avenue, Westbury, 

NY 11590.  

 

 

https://www.gofundme.com/ralphie-and-gabby
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