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Happy New Year! May the year 2016 bring health and happiness to all of you. 
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BMRTA Winter Meeting 

Time:  1:00 PM 

Date:  March 2, 2015 

Place:  Brookside, Room 50 

 

Topic:  Medicare Part B 

 

Guest Speaker:  Richard Levine—Medicare Rights  

     Center 
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We have an exciting program planned for our Winter meeting to be held on Wednesday, March 2 

at Brookside, Room 50, at 1 PM. We are fortunate to have Richard Levine from the Medicare 

Rights Center explaining the recent Medicare Part B increases as well as attacks on the 

reimbursement system for part B that we presently enjoy (IRMA). For many of us, Medicare is 

our primary health insurance coverage and Empire (United Health Care) as our secondary 

coverage. As always, questions and answers will be welcomed and addressed. Mark Steinberg 

will relate the most recent news from BMUST. Additionally, the new retirees from the “Class of 

2016” will be announced at this time. 

Two retiree events of interest will be coming in May. RC 17 has its General Membership 

Meeting and breakfast on Tuesday, May 17 at the Farmingdale Library beginning at 9:30 AM. 

Additionally, on Wednesday, May 25th BMRTA will hold its Spring meeting and election of 

officers and representatives starting at 1:30 PM. Following this meeting, the Welcome New 

Retiree Party will be held at the 3
rd

 Rail in Bellmore from 2:30 to 5:30 PM. 

I will be flying up to Rochester to attend the NYSUT RA on April 8th and 9th. Hopefully the 

snow drifts won’t be taller than me! I will be eager to share the resolutions passed at the 

convention as well as other pertinent information. 

I am looking forward to seeing you at our next meeting and upcoming events in the Spring. 

 

                                                                                                    Sharon

 

  

Dates to Remember 

March 2  Winter BMRTA Meeting  Brookside, Rm. 50, 1 PM 

May 17  RC 17      General Membership Meeting 

        Farmingdale Library, 9:30 AM 

 

May 25  BMRTA Spring Meeting                Brookside, Rm. 50   

   Election of Officers and Reps  1:30 PM 

May 25  Welcome New Retiree Party  The 3
rd

 Rail, Bellmore  

        2:30-5:30 PM 

June 16  BMUST Dinner Dance   Woodbury Country Club  

        6-11 PM  

The BMUST Representative Assembly meetings for 2016 are February 11, March 18, April 15, and May 

20 –all at 5:30 pm.  On June 17 the RA will meet at 4 pm.  
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Photos from the Fall Meeting 

The BMRTA Fall Meeting took place at Brookside on October 14, 2015.  Mark Steinberg, 

BMUST president, gave an update of what’s new in the district. Kim Haefelin, NYSUT’s 

Coordinator of Benefits spoke to us about the NYSUT Benefit Program. 

 

 

 

 

 

Jane Kline 

Kim Haefelin 

Sharon Wisla 

Pat Christy 

Mark Steinberg 

Pat Riew 

Carole Finkel 

Sue Stamile 
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Jane Sanacora 

Andrea Schuman 

Harvey Wiener 

Ellen Johanson 

Roberta Mohr 

Jack Klein 

Joan Kleinman  

Rachel Shapiro 
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Don’t give your doctor your Social Security number. Health care providers routinely ask for 

Social Security numbers to help with debt collection. But you aren’t obliged to share yours. If 

your medical records are stolen, as recently happened with the Anthem breach, your privacy 

could be compromised. If asked for it, say that you prefer not to reveal it except when mandated 

by law. If pressed, try offering just the last four digits of your number. 
CONSUMER REPORTS MONEY ADVISER MAY 2015 

 

Your beneficiaries might be willing to pay your insurance premiums for you. They will 

eventually benefit from your policy, so it is perfectly reasonable to ask them if they would like to 

help you keep it in effect. These payments by your heirs could potentially be subject to gift taxes, 

but only if the payments exceed the annual gift tax exclusion -- up to $14,000 paid by each heir. 
Bottom Line Personal, August 15, 2015 

 

Protect your ATM card when you go to the bank. Don’t use your ATM card to gain access 

to the bank. Surprisingly, at many banks you don’t need your ATM card to get in. You can 

unlock the door to the bank lobby with just about any card that has a magnetic strip -- even your 

library card. 

 When you enter your ATM PIN, use one hand to cover the other to block “shoulder 

snooping” as well as to prevent hidden cameras from recording the numbers you punch in. 

  If a thief has stolen money from your bank account, report the theft within two business 

days. That way you’re liable for only $50 of the total amount stolen. If you wait and report 

between two business days and less than 60 calendar days, your liability leaps to $500. 
CONSUMER REPORTS MONEY ADVISER July 2015 

 

Are You a Pleaser? Pleasers can’t bring themselves to say “no” to whatever is asked of them. 

When their schedules inevitably become overbooked, their own responsibilities tend to get put 

off.  What to do: 

 Learn to say no without causing offense. This isn’t as hard as you imagine -- just add a 

heartfelt “but thank you so much for thinking of me” after declining a request. 

 Include all your personal priorities in your schedule. Your priorities are at least as 

important as everyone else’s. Schedule time for them, then treat what you want (or need) to do as 

important obligations that can be postponed only under extreme circumstances. 

 Create contingency plans before they are needed. If there’s a lot on your plate, there’s 

a lot that could go wrong -- and little extra time available to set it right. Have a plan in place for 

what you will do to get back on schedule if something unforeseen occurs. 
Bottom Line Personal, August 15, 2015 

 

Pat Christy’s  

CLIPS and SNIPS 
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You can lose Social Security benefits if you owe the government money. The IRS can take 

15% of your Social Security payments to satisfy a delinquent tax debt. Benefits can also be 

reduced if you have a delinquent student loan or unpaid child support or alimony or if you 

default on a federally backed home loan. Another way in which Social Security benefits can be 

reduced is if you are receiving disability benefits and your health improves slightly. Example: 

Serious heart surgery may prevent you from working for a year or more, but gradual 

improvement that makes it possible to do some minimal work may result in 

loss of benefits. Disability benefits even may cut if you do not work -- if you have income from 

pension payments, alimony or certain other sources, such as wages earned by your spouse. Rules 

are very complex -- consult your financial adviser. 
Bottom Line Personal, August 15, 2015 

 

Search All Nooks and Crannies. When going through the items in an old house, be sure to 

shake every book, look for hidden drawers in desks and blanket chests, and check hems of 

drapes, pillows and the backs of pictures hanging on the wall. 
Kovels Komments, Vol. 10, No. 16 

 

Lower Your Tax Bill. When you take money from savings for retirement, you’re generally advised 

to tap taxable accounts first, then tax-deferred retirement accounts, and finally your Roth IRA. 

Here’s why: if you’ve held the investment in a taxable account for more than a year, you’ll pay 

the long-term capital-gain rate -- no more than 15% for most people. Plus, tapping accounts first 

allows your tax-deferred accounts and tax-free accounts to continue to grow. Once you turn 70 

1/2, you’re required to start taking distributions from IRAs and other tax-deferred accounts. If 

you don’t take a distribution of at least the required amount, you’ll pay a penalty of half of the 

required amount you failed to withdraw. 

 Generally, you should save drawing down your Roth IRA for last. You can withdraw 

your Roth contributions tax-free and penalty-free anytime; the earnings are also tax-free as long 

as you’re 59 1/2 and have held the account for at least five years. Unlike traditional IRAs, Roth 

IRAs have no annual distribution requirement. So if you don’t need the money, you can let it 

grow and leave it to your heirs, who can take the distributions tax-free. 
Kiplinger’s Personal Finance, 10/2015 

 

SITES YOU’L LIKE: 

 

www.aaltei.org    long-term care specialists 

www.BBB.org/ScamTracker  updates on phishing, loan rip-offs, tech support  

       schemes, con-games 

www.US.CamelCamelCamel.com  price history of products on Amazon 

www.carelinx.com    firm vets caregivers, background checks, manages  

       payroll & taxes 

www.everplans.com    create, store and share all important family info 

www.makingcareeasiercom   free website and app to coordinate care, share info,  

       product info 

www.ScatteredSquirel.com/start-here over 150 free printable planners to stay organized 

www.seniorcitizenguideforcollege.com taking college courses or courses available online 

www.smartstones.com   for people who can’t express themselves 

 

http://www.aaltei.org/
http://www.bbb.org/ScamTracker
http://www.us.camelcamelcamel.com/
http://www.carelinx.com/
http://www.everplans.com/
http://www.makingcareeasiercom/
http://www.scatteredsquirel.com/start-here
http://www.seniorcitizenguideforcollege.com/
http://www.smartstones.com/
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The BMUST Holiday Party 
 
The Annual BMUST Holiday Party was held on December 4, 2015 at Grillfire on Sunrise 

Highway in Merrick. Everyone enjoyed the food and drinks as they toasted the coming holidays. 

Raffle drawings were held throughout the afternoon to benefit the Interfaith Nutrition Network.  

Toys were collected and distributed to the children at the Nassau University Medical Center.   

  

 
 

  
 

 

John DeTomasso BMCHSD 

Superintendent 

Sue Stamile 

Sharon Wisla 

Mike Dolber 

Marc Bieler (Science, MAMS) 

Roberta Mohr 
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Mark Steinberg, Bruce Reed, David Seinfeld     John Westervelt, Maryann Frauenberger 

 Rich DeMott, Barbara Baier    Mindy Brent, Joyce Chinsky, Arlene Griggs  

             

            

John Mazzarella, Cheryl Loverro, Alan Fenichel              Joe Gsell, Sal Canzoneri  

             

         

         Jack Klein, Ted Blatchley       Sharon Wisla, Carol Finkel 
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 In keeping with tradition, the 31st Annual Golf Outing took place on Sunday, October 

25, 2015 at the Heatherwood Country Club in Setauket at 10 AM. This outing is held as a 

memorial to Pat Linehan's parents, Dot and Pat, Sr.  

      The outing went well. The following members were there: Neil Wortman, Sal 

Bommarito, John Mazzarella, Rich Schiller, Pat Linehan, and Tom Wheatley. Rich Schiller 

had a Nearest to the Pin and won $25. Tom Wheatley had the Low Net and won $30.  

      Special thanks go to Pat Linehan, who organized the event, and Tom Wheatley, who 

was our BMRTA coordinator. 

 

 Bob and Mariann Senior are proud to announce the marriage of their daughter, Tara, to 

Jeremy DeRosa on September 5, 2015.  Tara is an entertainment attorney in Los Angeles, 

California where the happy couple lives.  

 They are also proud that their son Joseph has just been recruited by Bullhorn Software 

Company of Boston, Massachusetts to assume a Senior Sales Engineer position in their 

company.  Joseph lives in Denver, Colorado and will be working there and on the road for 

Bullhorn.  Bob taught Social Studies at Calhoun and was the BMUST Grievance chair. 

 

 On October 29, 2015, Janet Johnson (Guidance/GAMS) welcomed a granddaughter, 

Isabella Jane, weighing in at 9 lbs. 2 oz.   

 

 Dan Viafore (Social Studies/GAMS) welcomed a new granddaughter, Mia Rose, the first 

week of November.  Mia weighed 7 lbs. 

Later in December, Santa and his helpers 
delivered the toys collected at the Holiday 
Party to the children at the Nassau 
University Medical Center. 
 
Ellen Johanson 

Kim Black 

Santa, Henry Dircks (SS/Mepham) 

Pat Riew 

Bruce Reed (BMUST Public Relations 

Chair/JFK) 

Heard Here and There 
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In Closing 
If you have any suggestions for future programs at the BMRTA meetings, please let us know. 

If you need a ride to our meetings, we would be happy to arrange transportation. 

Special thanks to Jane Kline for the photographs. 

In future issues, we would like to include any news you would like to share.  E-mail 

jsanaco@aol.com with the information and picture. 

 

Ginny Manganaro, Jane 

Sanacora, Maria Toulas, 

Beth Borzone (Calhoun 

teacher) and Sherry Gitlitz 

(social worker from 

Calhoun) joined Calhoun 

and Adelphi  students and 

parents at the American 

Foundation for Suicide 

Prevention—Long Island 

Chapter—Out of the 

Darkness Community Walk 

at Old Westbury Gardens 

on November 2, 2014. 

In Memoriam 
 

 
 

 

 Roberta Greenblatt, 82, passed away on December 8, 2015.  She worked as a registered nurse 

for thirty years. She was the wife of Alex Greenblatt (Chemistry, Mepham), who died in 2008.   

 

 Dr. David Marasciullo, retired school psychologist from Kennedy HS, passed away on 

January 3. 2016.   Dave worked at JFK from 1969-1986.  He was active in many psychological 

organizations and also served as president of Nassau County Psychological Association. Dave was 87 

years old.  

 

 Jack Kilkelly passed away on Friday, January 15, 2016. Jack, a Mepham graduate, was a 

retired social studies teacher from Grand Avenue and Jerusalem Avenue Junior High Schools as well 

as an administrator at Central from 1957-1986. Additionally, Jack was a former representative for the 

retirees in the BMUST Representative Assembly. Jack had four children and six grandchildren.  He 

was 84 years old. 

 Donations may be made in Jack's memory to Momma’s House, 1857 Wantagh Avenue, 

Wantagh, NY 11793. 

 George Munnich was a math teacher and wrestling coach 

at GAMS for twenty-five years and assistant wrestling coach at 

JFK until his death in November.  His life was honored at the 

Kennedy Wrestling Alumni Night on December 18, 2015. 

 Born in Bellmore, George wrestled for Mepham in the 

1950’s and continued wrestling at college. He placed fourth at the 

1960 Olympic Trials in Greco-Roman wrestling. 

 The family requests donations to 'George's Surf Boat,' a 

gofundme.com fundraiser to donate a boat in Munnich's honor to 

Jones Beach lifeguards. 

mailto:jsanaco@aol.com
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