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See page 4 
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From the Desk of 

the President 

Volume 37  Issue 3     Spring 2020 

 

October, 2016 

Bellmore-Merrick 

Retired Teachers 

Association 

April, 2020 

Dear Fellow Retirees, 

I hope this letter finds you and your family doing 

well in spite of the pandemic. 

What a difference a year makes! Last year we held 

our wonderful 35
th

 Anniversary Luncheon at Elisa’s 

Ristorante in North Bellmore. This year we stay in 

touch virtually and order take out. 

While we have been hunkered down in our homes, 

our in service colleagues have been doing online 

teaching, having extra help sessions and attending 

department and faculty meetings via Zoom 

Conferencing and Screen Chat. Attendance and  
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President’s Message continued 

  

grading are done online as well. Kudos to them 

for all their hard work on behalf of their students. 

Additionally, I have been attending Board of 

Trustees meetings as well as the Representative 

Assembly via zoom conferencing. This is way out 

of my comfort zone, but I have risen to the 

occasion. BMRTA is hard at work sharing with 

you the latest Union news. 

Congratulations to the “Class of 2020.” We wish 

you well in your retirement. It’s good to be 

retired! 

Congratulations to Patricia Riew on receiving the 

Patricia Christy Outstanding Retiree Award. 

Due to the present crisis, all BMUST, BMRTA 

and RC17 activities have been postponed. Our 

Spring meeting/elections/Welcome New Retiree 

Party on May 13
th

 have been postponed until the 

Fall. The RC17 General Membership meeting 

scheduled for May 5
th

 has been canceled. The 

BMUST Dinner Dance was to be held on June 

17
th

. It was canceled until next year and will 

include all honorees from this year. 

Gerry and I await the arrival of our third 

grandchild in June. Think pink! We hope to see 

our 2 granddaughters in person soon. 

Thank you for your continued support. I look 

forward to seeing you soon. 

Be well and safe. 

Sharon 
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 I’ve been blessed with a long life and can only remember one other time 

that I had to endure a quarantine such as we’re having to endure now - it was in 

the Spring of my 8th grade year - 1940 - and I got Scarlet Fever. Mom was the 

only other person allowed to come into my room for 21 days. There was a big 

red sign on our front door warning off others as if there was a plague going on 

inside. 

 It was also my Confirmation year and back then, the Bishop only came to 

your parish every 4th year. My 21 quarantined days were scheduled to be up 

the day after Confirmation. My Dad who worked in the Town Hall back then 

spoke to the “right” people and got my quarantine lifted for the day of 

Confirmation; Mom rushed over to Hempstead to find me a suitable white 

dress. The clergy had me seated to the rear of my Confirmation class in 

church on Confirmation day with five empty rows between me and the rest of 

the kids and five empty rows behind me in front of the parents. 

 The Confirmation class picture was taken on the steps of the rectory 

following the service. There I am, the palest kid right in the middle of the 

Confirmation Day picture…..and 75 years later, I’m blessed to still be here. 

 SO - Keep your 6’ of open space around you with this virus when you’re 

out and about….God likes simple solutions. Stay well and hang in there! We’ll get 

through this! 

Pat Christy 

A Special Message 

from our Founder 

Pat Christy 
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2020 NEW RETIREES 

 Ken Abbott   ` Grand   Science 

 Alana Baard    Calhoun  Cosmetology 

 Richard Diodati   Calhoun  Social Studies/Dean 

 Henry Dircks    Mepham  Social Studies 

 Helen Dove    Merrick  Paraprofessional 

 William Leacock   Mepham  Science 

 Cynthia Leung    Calhoun  Para President 

 Peter Magnuson   Calhoun  English 

 Pia Santodonato-Schnaufer  Grand   Health 

 Cynthia Telekamp   Calhoun  Guidance Counselor 

 

 
PATRICIA CHRISTY OUTSTANDING 

RETIREE AWARD 
 

Patricia Riew 

 
PTA AWARD 

 
     Lori Petraitis PTA Coordinating Council  

    Co-President 

 

PRESIDENT’S CHOICE AWARD 
 

       Henry Dircks   Mepham 

 

 

FRIEND OF EDUCATION AWARD 
 

    Dr. Joseph Rella Former Superintendent of  

    Comsewogue 

  OUTSTANDING PROFESSIONALS 
 
Michelle Battafarano  Meadowbrook  

Meg Billia   Grand  

Heather Bizewski  Mepham  

Eric Maresca   Kennedy  

Elizabeth Separ  Calhoun  

Dan Stiglitz   Merrick 

LOU DeFILIPPO OUTSTANDING 
UNION SERVICE AWARD 

 
Lisa Shapiro   Merrick  

 

PARA SPECIAL SERVICE AWARD 
 

Maria LoVerde  Calhoun 

 

**The 2020 Annual Awards Dinner Dance is canceled for this year.  The 2020 

honorees will be celebrated at next year’s dinner dance. 
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Political Action News   

with  

Mike Dolber 

I’m writing this on March 24.  This is supposed to be a political action report, but whatever I have to 

say feels inadequate in light of how our lives have been turned upside down by the pandemic.   I 

have no idea what our lives will be like as you are reading this, but I can only hope that all of us, and 

our families and loved ones, are safe and protected.  

NYSUT has been working to encourage our members to respond to and fill out the 2020 census. 

Before we were all shut down, many of us were making phone calls at the NYSUT office in 

Woodbury, informing retirees about the importance of completing the census.  I guess one positive 

thing resulting from this current misery is that most of us certainly have the time to do it. You should 

have received notification by now as to how to access it online.  

As I am sure you know, the census determines not only our representation in the House, but also the 

amount of federal money that goes to our schools, roads, and other critical needs. We have been 

underrepresented because of incomplete census returns.   Please send it in if you haven’t already 

done so. 

It is my fervent hope that the November election will not be interrupted or compromised by the 

crisis.   One way to avoid that is to put pressure on national and state leaders to institute mail-in 

ballots in all states.  Many states already have this system, and it works.  Please consider calling or 

emailing your representatives to advocate for this.  They need to act quickly to be ready for 
November. 

Our democracy, or what is left of it, must not become another victim of this terrible pandemic. 

Again, I hope you are all managing the best you can and are staying home and healthy.   These are 

difficult times, but by staying connected with our friends and families, we can hopefully make it a 

little less painful.   

Be safe and be well 

In solidarity, 

Mike  
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The Winter Meeting 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

                                    

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

    Helen Russell and Pat Riew 

 The Winter Meeting took place on March 4, 2020 at Brookside.  We didn’t realize it 

would be the last time we would see each other for months.  Thank goodness all who attended 

remain healthy. BMUST president Rob Walsh shared an opportunity for retired members. Mike 

Harrington, Assistant Superintendent, continued by discussing AP Exam Proctoring Assignments 

for Retirees.  We assume this is now on hold. 

 Our guest speaker Keith Conklin, Travel Specialist AAA Northeast spoke on the topic  

"Discover AAA: Real Adventure and So Much More." Triple A has a lot to offer besides the 

well-known roadside assistance programs. It also functions as a travel agency with discounts  

and benefits, a bank with loans, and insurance protection.  We were invited to visit an office or to 

investigate them online. 

 

Sue Stamile and Sharon Wisla Mike Dolber, Rob Walsh, Mike Harrington 

Wisla 

Maryellen Gasparec, Christine LaTorre, Rita Calzetta, Joyce Chinsky, Martha DiGiovanna, Jane Kline 
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Louise Costas and Roberta Mohr Sue Stamile, Joyce Chinsky, Sal Bommarito 

Ellen Johanson Lydia Paulsen 

Pat Christy Christine LaTorre 

Judy Horvath Ellen Weiss 
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New Babies! 
 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

Heard Here and There 

Dan and Annie Viafore have a new 

granddaughter, Josephine Simone 

Viafore, born on February 24, 

2020.  Dan retired from the Grand 

Avenue social studies department. 

 

Eliza Marie Dolber was born on 

February 22, 2020 in Los 

Angeles.   Proud grandfather, Mike 

Dolber who was a former BMUST 

president, retired from the Merrick 

Avenue social studies department. 

 

Sharon Lefkowitz (retired Merrick Avenue 

special education teacher) and her husband 

Harry Schuessler are happy to announce the 

engagement of their daughter Alexa 

Schuessler to Matthew Hastings on November 

10, 2019. The wedding will take place in 

Boulder, Colorado in October, 2020. 
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Kids read more when dogs are nearby. Recent finding: When a dog was in the room where 

a kid age six to eight was reading, the child was motivated to continue reading longer and to get 

through moderately challenging passages. The findings held for children in first, second and 

third grade. This could open the door to further use of therapy dogs for improving children’s 

reading abilities — some schools already use dogs to try to help children who are struggling to 

read. 
Bottom Line Personal, February 18, 2020 

 

 

Warning: Stiffness may be a sign that you are dehydrated. Most people do not drink 

enough water. You can improve your posture just by drinking more water. To determine how 

many ounces you should drink through the course of each day, cut your body weight in half and 

use that number 
Bottom Line Personal, February 18, 2020 

 

Did you know that fidgeting is good for you? Sitting for long periods reduces blood flow in 

the legs and may increase risk for cardiovascular disease. But a small amount of leg fidgeting -- 

such as tapping your foot -- increases blood flow to the lower limbs and prevents decline in 

arterial function. 
Bottom Line Personal, November 1, 2016 

 

Did you know that high blood pressure may be a good thing if it develops after age 80? 

Late-developing hypertension is linked to a lower risk for mental decline. People whose 

pressure rose to 140/90 mm Hg or higher after age 80 were 42% less likely to develop dementia 

in their 90s than people with normal pressure. Those whose hypertension started after age 90 

were 63% less likely to develop dementia. 
Bottom Line Personal, April 1, 2018 

 

To fresh-cut flowers last longer, combine a few drops of bleach or a clear liquor, such as 

vodka or gin, with a crushed Vitamin C tablet and a few drops of clear soda or superfine sugar. 

The bleach or liquor fights bacterial growth....the soda or sugar provides nourishment....and the 

Vitamin C lowers the pH so that the water can move up the stems faster, preventing wilting. 
Bottom Line Personal, October 1, 2018 

 

Spread Daily Kindness. Once a day, either in the morning or before you go to bed, think of 

one person you care about and give him/her a quick call or send a text message. This tiny act 

of kindness will make them feel great — and bring you joy, too. 
Bottom Line Personal, February 18, 2020 

Pat Christy’s  

CLIPS and SNIPS 
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Pete Iaccino passed away April 18th of the coronavirus. Pete was a retired vocational 
education teacher as well as assistant principal at Calhoun HS. Condolence cards may 
be sent to the Iaccino family at 4 Highwood Drive, Northport, NY 11768 
He would have been 82 on April 29. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pete Iaccino passed away on April 18, 2020 of the coronavirus. Pete was a former vocational 

education teacher as well as a beloved assistant principal at Calhoun when he retired in 1996.  He 

would have been 82 on April 29.  Condolence cards may be sent to the Iaccino family at 4 Highwood 

Drive, Northport, NY 11768. 

(Louise) Carol Alberts passed away on April 10, 2020. She was a physical education teacher from 

Kennedy who retired in 1989. Condolence cards may be sent to the Alberts family at 28 Piccadilly 

Downs, Lynbrook, NY 11563.  She was 89 years old. 

 

 
 

Rosemary Sisco passed on March 25, 2020 of the coronavirus. Rosemary was a foreign language 

teacher at Brookside and Calhoun between 1970 and 2003.  She enjoyed traveling and recently 

returned from a cruise.  She was 72 years old.  Condolence cards may be sent to Rosemary's sister, 

Eileen Kaplan, at 182-12 64th Avenue, Fresh Meadows, NY 11365. Donations may be made in 

memory of Rosemary to either the American Heart Assn. or the American Diabetes Assn. 

Laura Loos passed away on Sept. 12, 2017. She taught science at Brookside, then Mepham from 

1968-1994.  

Gerald Gorman, former superintendent of BMCHSD, passed away in June of 2017.  He taught 

English in the district before entering administration.  He retired to Florida in 1979.  He was 89 years 

old. 

           

Damien Pickel, 51, passed away unexpectedly on March 30, 2020.  His father was the late Jim Pickel 

who taught English at Calhoun.  He retired from the NYPD, moved to Maine, and served as the Chief 

of Police and Town Manager of Milo, Maine, until his untimely death. 

It is with great sadness that we mourn the passing of our colleague, 

Harold (Ted) Blatchley, pictured left at our holiday party in 

December.  He was an active member of BMRTA and we saw him 

at most events.  Ted taught math at Calhoun from 1963 to 1991.  He 

passed away on March 14, 2020 at the age of 89.  His family will 

have a celebration of life at a later date. Condolence cards may be 

sent to the Blatchley family at 3280 Cherrywood Drive, Wantagh, 

NY 11793. 

 

Cecile Tosky, a former Home Economics teacher at Brookside, 

passed away on September 18, 2016.  She retired to Florida in 

1984 and moved to North Carolina many years later.  She was 

very active in the charitable organization of Hadassah.  She was 

89 years old.   
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

2020 
 
 

The BMRTA spring meeting, elections, and Welcome New Retiree Party all 

scheduled for May 13
th

 will be postponed until the fall. 

 

The BMUST Representative Assembly meetings for 2020:  May 20 and June 15 

will be conducted on Zoom. 

 

In Closing 
 

If you have any suggestions for future programs at the BMRTA meetings, please let us know. 

If you need a ride to our meetings, we would be happy to arrange transportation.  In future 

issues, we would like to include any news you would like to share.  E-mail jsanaco@aol.com 

with the information and picture.  Join us on Facebook at Bellmore-Merrick Retired Teachers’ 

Association (BMRTA). 

 

mailto:jsanaco@aol.com
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