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  May, 2017 

      

     Happy Spring! This season holds exciting news 

and events for our retiree chapter. 

     Tuesday, May 16
th

 marks the date for the RC 

17 General Meeting and Hot Breakfast to be held 

at the Farmingdale Public Library starting at 9:30 

AM.   Elections for officers for RC17 will be held 

at this time. The issue of the Constitutional 

Convention will be addressed. A one dollar 

donation is asked at the door for the NYSUT 

Disaster Relief Fund. This promises to be an 

enlightening morning. 

      Wednesday, May 24th is the date of our Spring 

meeting at Brookside, Room 50 (Vocal Room), at 

1:30 PM.  Please note the time change of the 

meeting. Find out about the latest developments in 

the “war on public schools and the teachers’ 

union.” Our annual elections for BMRTA officers 

and representatives will take place at this time.     

 
Spring Meeting 

 
Time:  1:30 PM 

Date:  May 24, 2017 

Place:  Brookside, Room 50 

 

Welcome New Retiree Party to 

follow at 3rd Rail, Bellmore 
: 

F.Y.I. 
 

Sharon Wisla 

President 

516-781-7884  

alsiw@aol.com       

 

Rachel Shapiro 

Membership 

VOTE/COPE 

516-516-496-3215 

rs1635@gmail.com 

 

Jane Sanacora 

Newsletter 

516-742-7956   

jsanaco@aol.com      

 

Renee Jones 

Medical and Insurance 

Questions/Personnel 

516-992-1013 

rjones@bellmore-merrick.k12.ny.us 
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President 

Sharon Wisla 

Vice-President 

Sue Stamile 

Treasurer 

Pat Riew 

Recording Secretary 

Ellen Johanson 

Membership Chair 

Rachel Shapiro 

Representatives 

Sal Bommarito 

Joe Gsell 

Ellen Johanson 

Jane Kline 

Roberta Mohr 

Dan Viafore 

Ellen Weiss 

Harvey Wiener 

Sharon Wisla 

 

     Congratulations to all the new retirees of 

2017.We will welcome them at our Welcome 

New Retiree Party on May 24
th

 right after 

our Spring meeting at The Third Rail in 

Bellmore, near the Bellmore Train Station. 

Members will get one free drink and 

appetizers for $10. 

     Congratulations to Rachel Shapiro, who is 

this year’s recipient of the Patricia Christy 

Outstanding Retiree Award at the BMUST 

Dinner Dance being held on Thursday, June 

15
th

 at the Woodbury Country Club beginning 

at 6 PM. Please join us to help celebrate this 

wonderful award. 

     I will be gearing up for a new job title-

Grandma. Both my daughter and daughter-in-

law are expecting. My daughter-in-law, Lisa, 

is due at the end of July. My daughter, Susan, 

is due in mid-October. Both are having girls. 

Needless to say I am elated at this new role. 

     Thanks to all of you for your continued 

support.  

     Have a terrific summer. 

Sharon 

 

Slate of BMRTA 

OFFICERS 

And REPRESENTATIVES 

For 2017-2018 

 

 



 
3 

 

Photos from the Winter Meeting 

The BMRTA Winter Meeting took place at Brookside on March 1, 2017.  Janet Alpert, Nassau 

County Assistant District Attorney, spoke about Consumer Fraud.  Ms. Alpert warned us that 

scammers are targeting senior citizens by phone, by mail, and on the internet.  To  protect 

yourself, you should never give out your personal or financial information to people who call 

you.  If something sounds too good to be true, it probably is. Be very suspicious. 

 

              

 

 

   

 

    

Janet Alpert, District Attorney Renee Jones, Personnel Office,  and 

Sharon Wisla 

Pat Riew and Ginny Johnson Sue Stamile and Ellen Johanson 
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Sal Bommarito and Pat Christy Joe Gsell and Harvey Wiener 

Christine LaTorre and Ellen Weiss Carol Finkel and Lydia Paulsen 

     Jane Kline               Dan Viafore   Roberta Mohr 
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A Helping Hand. Which family member, friends or professionals might help you manage your 

money as you age?  One place to start: If your spouse generally steers clear of all things 

financial, get him or her involved now. Financial novices who are suddenly forced to take over 

household money management--perhaps because a spouse has become incapacitated -- are partly 

vulnerable to making costly mistakes, according to a recent study by the Center for Retirement 

Research at Boston College. Next, consider getting another trusted family member or friend 

involved in your finances. This doesn’t mean turning over the keys to your financial life. Instead, 

you’re helping that person learn how you manage your money -- in case she needs to take some 

control later on -- and getting another set of eyes to help you watch for unpaid bills or suspicious 

activity.  You can search for professional money managers who have earned that designation at 

www.aamm.com. The money manager should also be able to provide references and send regular 

reports to the client and trusted family members detailing all financial activity. 
 Kiplinger’s Retirement Report, April 2017 

 

Electrical circuit ID. Doing electrical work at home got a lot safer when I began using this 

labeling technique. I took time to identify which electrical circuit breaker controlled the current 

to each outlet and switch, and then I removed each cover plate. On the back of the cover plates, I 

wrote the number of the corresponding circuit breaker. Now when I change a fixture or do other 

electrical work, I unscrew the plate and see which breaker I need to shut off before I start. 
 The Family Handyman, Dec./Jan. 20 

 

Nursing Homes Cannot Bar Visiting Relatives. I wanted to visit my mother in her nursing 

home at 9 p.m. after a late night at work. The nursing home staff turned me away, telling 

me that visiting hours end at 8 p.m. Can the facility do that?  Not under federal law. The 

Nursing Home Reform Act of 1987 gives a resident the right to receive visits from his or her 

“immediate family or other relatives” at any time, assuming the resident consents to the visit. 

However, if the visit is late at night, the nursing home could ask the resident and visitors to meet 

away from the sleeping area, perhaps in the dining room. If the nursing home balks, you can ask 

for help from your state’s long-term-care ombudsman Resource Center at 

www.Itombudsman.org. 
Kiplinger’s Retirement Report, August 2015 

 

Withhold on RMD to Simplify Paying Taxes. So, You’re done with your 2016 Tax Return? 

If you’re retired. chances are you need to make estimated payments. Don’t assume payments are 

due every three months. For 2017, the payment deadlines are April 18, June 15, September 15 

and January 16, 2018. You’re basically supposed to figure how much tax you’ll owe for 2017 

and send it along to the IRS in four equal installments. Pay at least 90% of your 2017 liability or 

10& of what you owed for 2016, and you will have done your duty and be protected from an 

underpayment penalty. (That’s 100% of last year’s taxes rises to 110% if your 2016 adjusted 

Pat Christy’s  

CLIPS and SNIPS 
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gross income was more than $150,000.)  Not only can making those estimates be a pain, writing 

those checks can disrupt your cash flow.  Many taxpayers simply divide the previous year’s tax 

bill by four and send 25% on each payment date to wrap themselves in “100% of last year’s tax 

bill” exception. 
Kiplinger’s Retirement Report, April 20173 

Mistakes happen. And it those mistakes involve the IRS, they can have costly consequences. 

But recently, Uncle Sam took a benevolent turn, granting leniency to some taxpayers who flub 

on doing a timely IRA rollover.  The general rule holds that if you take money out of an IRA, 

you have 60 days to make the account whole or to roll the money into another retirement plan. 

Meet the deadline and you avoid paying income tax on the withdrawal. Taxpayers younger than 

59-1/2 also avoid the 10% early-withdrawal penalty. In the past, taxpayers who missed the 

deadline either had to fork over the tax (and penalty, when necessary) or request an expensive 

private letter ruling to try to buy more time.  But now, if you have a good excuse, you can be 

forgiven. And the IRS has come up with 11 good excuses, including a distribution check that was 

misplaced and never cashed, death of a family member, severe damage to one’s home and 

serious illness. Taxpayers who qualify, and complete the rollover within 30 days after the reason 

for failing to do so ceases, can self-certify that they deserve a waiver of the tax and penalty. 
Kiplinger’s Retirement Report, October 2016 
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Stop ID Theft after a Death. Identity theft affects 2.5 million estates every year, according to 

the IRS.  If a loved one has died, send a copy of the death certificate to the IRS (the funeral home 

may help with that). Also, copy any driver’s license, and notify credit agencies, banks, insurance 

firms, and financial institutions. 
ConsumerReports.Org , November 2016 

 

Did you know that high blood pressure may be a good thing if it develops after age 80? Late 

developing hypertension is linked to a lower risk for mental decline. People whose pressure rose 

to 140/90 mm Hg or higher after age 80 were 42% less likely to develop dementia in their 90s 

than people with normal pressure. Those whose hypertension started after age 90 were 63% less 

likely to develop dementia. 
Bottom Line Personal, April 1, 2017 

 

Top Secrets to Savvy Travel. Time it Right. Fly on a Tuesday, Wednesday, or Saturday. 

Traveling on off-peak days -- and at off-peak times -- means lower fares, a less crowded cabin, 

and a greater chance of snagging those elusive mileage-award seats. Taking two days off for a 

long weekend?  Instead of a Thursday-Sunday or Friday-Monday trip, save money by flying on a 

Saturday and returning on a Tuesday. 
Conde Nast Traveler 

 

SITES YOU’LL LIKE:  
 

www.BookingBuddy.com   search for the best deals among multiple websites! 
www.Dictionary.com/fun/crossword puzzles for different skill levels 
www.dmachoice.org    removes your info from many mailing lists if you  
       don’t want the offers 
www.HealthAging.org   detailed info from the American Geriatric Society 
www.MyScriptFont.com   computerize your handwriting 
 
   

http://www.bookingbuddy.com/
http://www.dictionary.com/fun/crossword
http://www.dmachoice.org/
http://www.healthaging.org/
http://www.myscriptfont.com/
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Bob Wigand and Judy Mankita are pleased to announce their upcoming nuptials.  They will tie 

the knot on October 1st in Eastport, Long Island where they now reside. Bob and Judy are both 

retirees from JF Kennedy H.S. 

Gregg Maushart and Shula Hirsch were inducted into the John F. Kennedy High School Alumni 

Association Hall of Fame/Wall of Honor Inductees 2017 on May 6 at the Coral House in 

Baldwin. 

 

Mike and Elaine Dolber are very happy to announce the engagement of their daughter Jessica, to 

TJ Blackburn.  In other good news, their son Brian has been hired to a tenure track position at 

Cal State San Marcos, and has published his book, Media and Culture in the U.S. Jewish Labor 

Movement:  Sweating for Democracy I the Interwar Era.  

 

 

 

Heard Here and There 

Sharon Wisla attended the NYSUT 

Representative Assembly as an RC17 

delegate, which was held in New York 

City on April 7 and 8.  The following 

NYSUT officers were elected at the 

meeting:  Andy Pallotta-President, J. 

Philippe Abraham-1st VP, Paul Pecorale-

2nd VP, and Martin Messner-

Secretary/Treasurer. 

Sharon is pictured with Libby Segerdahl, 

co-president of the Wantagh Retired 

Teachers. 

The Second Annual Brookside Brunch 

was held on March 1, at the Apollo.  

Andrea Schuman, Jane Sanacora, Carol 

Finkel, John Westervelt, Sal 

Bommarito, and Maryann 

Frauenberger attended. 
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NEW RETIREES – 2017 

 Lynn Beber    Merrick Avenue-Home and Careers 

 

 Donald Fleming   Grand Avenue-Social Studies/Dean/Athletic 

        Coordinator 

 

 Nancy Law    Mepham HS-Nurse 

 

 Paula Minkoff   Calhoun HS-Para 

 

 Brian Neiderman   Mepham HS-Music 

 

 

 

 
 
  

Welcome New Retiree 

Party 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

The Third Rail 
216 Pettit Avenue 

Bellmore 

Take Sunrise Highway to Bedford Avenue 

Turn north on Bedford. 

Turn left just past the train tracks. 

The Third Rail is on your left. 

2:30 to 5:30 PM 

$10.00 for one free drink and appetizers 
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2017 BMUST Award Winners 

OUTSTANDING PROFESSIONALS: 

Richard Anderson & Jessica Cimmino (Posthumous Awards) - Grand Avenue Middle School 

Darlene Boden - Meadowbrook Alternative Program 

Jason Elias - Calhoun High School 

David Kommor - Mepham High School   

Lisa Scherer - Kennedy High School  

Lisa Shapiro - Merrick Avenue Middle School         

LOU DeFILIPPO OUTSTANDING UNION SERVICE AWARD:  

Heather Castellano – Mepham High School  

PARA SPECIAL SERVICE AWARD:          

Laura O’Callaghan – Merrick Avenue Middle School        

PTA AWARD:      

Dominique Tirino            

PRESIDENT’S CHOICE AWARD:   

Bruce Reed – Kennedy High School  

PATRICIA CHRISTY OUTSTANDING RETIREE AWARD: 

Rachel Shapiro 

COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD:   

Community Cupboard Staff:  

Darlene Boden - Meadowbrook Alternative Program  

Catrina Christensen - Meadowbrook Alternative Program 

Karin McMahon – Mepham High School 

 Tiffany Rzempoluch - Meadowbrook Alternative Program 
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The Bellmore-Merrick United Secondary 

Teachers’ 

35th Annual Awards Dinner/Dance 
 

Thursday, June 15, 2017 

Cocktails: 6:00 p.m. 

Presentations & Dinner: 7:00 – 11:00 p.m. 

Woodbury Country Club 

884 Jericho Turnpike 

Woodbury, NY 11797 
 

Fill out the bottom portion and return it to Kim Black 

BMUST, Brookside School 

1260 Meadowbrook Road 

North Merrick, NY 11566 

$70 per person 

Cash or checks made payable to BMUST. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Name(s): (Please Print)________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________

Phone #: ____________________ E-mail: ____________________ 

School or Address: ______________________________________ 

Check #: _______________ for _____ # of people. 

Seat me with: (Please print) ____________________________________ 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

May 16  RC 17      General Membership Meeting 

         Farmingdale Library 

         9:30 AM 

 

May 24  BMRTA Spring Meeting                Brookside, Rm. 50   

   Election of Officers and Reps   1:30 PM 

May 24  Welcome New Retiree Party  The Third Rail, Bellmore 

         2:30-5:30 PM 

 

June 15  BMUST Dinner Dance   Woodbury Country Club  

         6-11 PM  

 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

during her career.  She moved to New 

England after retirement and spent winters on 

St. Thomas.  She was a grandmother of nine 

and great grandmother of eight. During her 

lifetime, she was elected to Phi Beta Kappa, 

and was a member of the Massachusetts 

Society of Mayflower Descendants,  

 

 

Daughters of the American Revolution,  

Maine Society of Mayflower Descendants, 

Daughters of the American Revolution, 

Maine Society of Genealogists, New England 

Historic Genealogical Society, and Maine Old 

Cemetery Association. 

 

Jeanne Burhans passed away on April 19, 

2017 at age 96.  Formerly of Farmingdale, she 

was residing in St. Augustine, Florida. She 

was a grandmother of 15 and great 

grandmother of 18.  She was the school nurse 

at Jerusalem Avenue from 1971-1979. 

 

At age 100, Constance 

Hanscom passed away 

on November 17, 

2016.  She had an 

active and interesting 

life.  She served as 

Brookside’s librarian 

during her career.   
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