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      Bellmore-Merrick Retired Teachers Association   

HIGHLIGHTS 

 

  

      

I have recently returned from Rochester where I was one of 1800 delegates attending the 

NYSUT Representative Assembly.  There was lots of excitement at the convention this year with 
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a surprise visit from Hillary Clinton.  Regardless of one's politics, it was clear that Mrs. Clinton 

is quite knowledgeable on education and testing issues in New York State.  
  

Jane Kline and I will be receiving NYSUT awards for our Union service at the RC 17 General 

Membership meeting on May 17th at the Farmingdale Public Library.  Please join us in 

celebrating this award. 
  

May 25th is the date of our Spring meeting starting at 1:30 pm in Room 50 at Brookside where 

elections for officers and representatives will be held.  Jane Kline will be stepping down from 

her position as Vice President, but continuing as one of our representatives to the BMUST 

Representative Assembly.  I thank Jane for her tireless efforts on the behalf of BMRTA.  On a 

personal note, Jane has been a great support and adviser.  Susan Stamile has graciously accepted 

the position of Vice-President, while Ellen Johanson will accept the position of Recording 

Secretary presently held by Sue. 
  

Congratulations to all the new retirees of 2016.  We will welcome them at our Welcome New 

Retiree Party on May 25th right after our spring meeting at The Third Rail in Bellmore, near the 

Bellmore Train Station.  
  

Congratulations to Susan Stamile, who is this year's recipient of the Patricia Christy Outstanding 

Retiree Award. Come help Sue celebrate at the BMUST Dinner Dance on June 16th at the 

Woodbury Country Club.  
  

My summer will start off with my daughter's wedding on July 3rd.  We are all so excited.  I will 

try not to be a wallflower at the wedding! 

  

Thanks to all of you for your continued support. 
  

Have a terrific summer. 
  

Sharon  

  

Welcome New Retiree Party 

Wednesday, May 25, 2016 

The Third Rail 
216 Pettit Avenue 

Bellmore 

Take Sunrise Highway to Bedford Avenue 

Turn north on Bedford.  

Turn left just past the train tracks. 

The Third Rail is on your left. 

2:30 to 5:30 PM 

$10.00 for one free drink and appetizers 
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44
th

 Annual NYSUT Representative Assembly 

 Sharon Wisla attended the 44
th

 Annual NYSUT Representative Assembly which was held 

in Rochester on April 8
th

 and 9
th

.  The NYSUT delegates called for an end to “inappropriate 

student testing” and receivership.  Several notable politicans spoke to the assembly. 

 

 

 

 

A beautiful view of the 

city of Rochester 

Sharon Wisla was one 
of three delegates from 
RC 17.  Seated with her 
are Howard Fine, Co- 
president of Nassau 
BOCES Retirees and 
Libby Segerdahl, Co- 
president of Wantagh 
Retired Teachers. 
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Eric Schneiderman, 

NYS Attorney General, 

also spoke. 

Thomas DiNapoli, NYS Comptroller, thought 

by some to be the role model for all 

politicians. 

Hillary Clinton spoke to the 

assembly.  She is pictured 

with Karen Magee, President 

of NYSUT. 
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Photos from the Winter Meeting 

The BMRTA Winter Meeting took place at Brookside on March 2, 2016.  Richard Levine, from 

the Medicare Rights Center, spoke about Medicare Part B.   

   

 

    

 

    

Jane Kline and Sharon Wisla Ginny Johnson and Carolyn Fredericks 

Joyce Chinsky and Arlene Griggs Sue Risberg, Elinor Bury and Jerry Brynien 

          Sal Bommarito          Rich DeMott 
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Slate of Officers and Representatives  

for the BMRTA 2016 Election 
Officers: 

President    Sharon Wisla 

Vice President   Susan Stamile 

Treasurer    Pat Riew 

Recording Secretary   Ellen Johanson 

Membership    Rachel Shapiro 

Representatives: 

   Sal Bommarito    Roberta Mohr    

   Joe Gsell     Dan Viafore 

   Ellen Johanson    Ellen Weiss 

   Jane Kline     Harvey Wiener 

Sharon Wisla 

 

Joe Gsell, Jane Kline, and Sari Riefberg            Rachel Shapiro and Sue Stamile 
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When traveling overseas, leave your cell phone in airplane mode to avoid sky-high 

international rates for calls and messages. Leaving it on its regular setting means that you will be 

billed each time someone leaves you a voice mail or sends you a text. In airplane mode, you can 

still use the phone to take photographs. Alternative: Before traveling, set up an international plan 

with your carrier for the time you will be out of the US -- you can cancel it when you return. 

Costs vary.           Bottom Line Personal, November 1, 2015 

 

Women do not always have the “typical” symptoms of a heart attack.  A heart attack occurs 

when blood flow to the heart muscle stops. Although women can experience the classic symptom 

-- severe, clutching pain in the chest -- they are more likely than men to have “atypical” 

symptoms.  These often include: 

* Uncomfortable pressure, squeezing, or a feeling of fullness in the center of the chest that may 

last a few minutes, or disappear and return 

* Pain or discomfort in the back, jaw, stomach, or one or both arms. 

* Pain that radiates to the arm 

* Shortness of breath without chest discomfort 

* Breaking out in a cold sweat 

* Feeling nauseated or queasy 

* Lightheadedness 

* Unusual fatigue that lasts several days 

* Feeling a sense of doom or having a gut instinct that something is very wrong 
WOMEN’S HEALTH advisor, Volume 15G 

 

Turn down the arbitration provision. When you rent a car through Hertz, you are, whether you 

like it or not, agreeing to private arbitration in the event of a dispute — an arbitration process 

that, among other things, does not allow for meaningful appeals and is heavily weighted in favor 

of the corporation.  With Hertz, the arbitration provision is buried deep in the fourth page of the 

rental agreement. Fortunately, you can opt out of forced arbitration with Hertz if you email them 

within 30 days of renting, saying you reject the provision. 
NY Times, 3/1/16 

 

Trick to make travel easier. Put your hotel phone number in your phone’s list of contacts 

before you leave home. If your arrival is delayed, you can easily alert the hotel. And once you’re 

there, if you get lost sightseeing, need help finding a restaurant, or have any other questions 

about the area, help is just a touch away. 
Bottom Line Personal, November 1, 2016 

Pat Christy’s  

CLIPS and SNIPS 
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June 30. Retirees abroad who had more than $10,000 in foreign bank accounts in 2015 must file 

FinCEN Form 114 with the Treasury Department. The government imposes large penalties for 

failing to file. Starting in 2017, this deadline moves to April 15. 
Kiplinger’s Retirement Report, January 2016 

 

Know your auto accidents do’s and don’ts. Do you know what information you need to collect 

from the other driver? A free mobile app from the National Association of Insurance 

Commissioners, WreckCheck, provides a checklist. You can also print one at nalc.org (search for 

“wrecks”). Though state laws vary, you’re usually required to provide only your name and 

insurance information to the other driver; sharing your address or driver’s license number could 

put you at risk for identity fraud. 
CONSUMER REORTS MONEY ADVISER May 2015 

 

I’m 80, and I still drive my car frequently, but my daughter thinks I’m too old and frail to 

continue driving. What are your thoughts? Age-related physical changes can impact your 

driving ability – for example, cataracts or glaucoma may compromise your vision, while 

conditions such as arthritis can make it more difficult to grip the steering wheel, work the foot 

pedals, and turn your head to check for other vehicles. However, age alone is not the key 

measure of whether you are safe to drive. One step you can take is to have an annual eye exam to 

check on any vision changes and to make sure your prescription is up to date if you use 

corrective lenses. You also may want to ask about a safe driving evaluation at your local 

Department of Aging office. It involves a specially trained occupational therapist assessing your 

knowledge of the rules of the road, reaction time, and behind-the-wheel driving abilities. 
WOMEN’S HEALTH advisor, Volume 15G 

 

Onion Grill Cleaner. While the coals are still hot, use tongs or a fork to rub half of a large onion 

cut-side down over the grill grate. The onion’s oils will help to loosen the debris. 
This Old House, August 2015 

 

Parents, the Children Will Be Fine. Spend Their Inheritance Now. Given that older people 

tend to be more old-fashioned about this thing, it’s on us kids to declare our expectations and 

begin persuading our parents to worry less about having much of anything left over after they are 

gone. So here it goes. Mom and Dad: I expect nothing from you going forward except love, 

conversation, holiday meals and grandchild babysitting. Spend your money on your health and 

comfort and making the kind of memories with close friends and family members that will last 

even as other, older ones, fade. Leave a bit aside for me or charity if it truly makes you happy, 

requires no sacrifice or makes sense for tax reasons. But otherwise, spend what you have and 

have faith that the education and life skills you already gave me are more than enough. 

I don’t want an inheritance, nor do I expect one. If any fellow adult children agree, go tell your  

parents the same thing this weekend.               NY Times 9/19/14 

 

SITES YOU’L LIKE: 

 

www.aginglifecare.org  develop a blueprint to pay for long-term care 

www.annualcreditreport.com free credit report every 12 months 

http://successfulaging.milkeninstitute.org  over 350 communities designated as aging friendly 

www.SwagBucks.com  earn gift cards for answering surveys, playing games, etc. 

http://www.aginglifecare.org/
http://www.annualcreditreport.com/
http://successfulaging.milkeninstitute.org/
http://www.swagbucks.com/
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Congratulations to all of us as BMRTA members!  Our contributions to VOTE/COPE have earned us 

the Abel Blattman award.  Thanks to all for your generosity. 

 

Judy Mankita and Bob Wigand helped organize the 42
nd

 Annual Pancake Breakfast at Applebee’s, 

Bellmore, for the Kiwanis club. Nearly 200 people attended and the money raised will be used to help the 

families and children in the community. 

 

Mike Muscara earned his 400
th
 win as Mepham’s softball coach on April 14, 2016. 

 

Congratulations to Susan Stamile for being this year's recipient of the Patricia Christy Outstanding 

Retiree Award.  The award will be presented at the annual BMUST Dinner/Dance on Thursday, June 16. 

 

Cheers to Sharon Wisla and Jane Kline, who will be receiving NYSUT awards for their Union service 

on May 17th at the RC 17 General Membership meeting being held at the Farmingdale Library. This 

recognition is done in conjunction with the NYSIT celebration of the Retired Council's 25th Anniversary. 

 

Best wishes to Joan and Jerry Kleinman on the engagement of their daughter, Jessi, to Ryan Bounds in 

March.  They met in Peru while traveling in South America.  Jessi is a Kennedy graduate who is now a 

lawyer and Ryan is a chef. 

 

On March 18th the youngest son of Ellen Johanson, Bryan, his wife Nikki, and big brother Brady 

welcomed Luke Robert Johanson, 6 lbs. and 17oz.  Ellen and her husband are now blessed with 10 

grandchildren. Happy times! 

 

Congratulations to Jane and Jim Kline on the birth of their granddaughter, Madison Rose, at 2:10 am on 

April 13
th
. Maddie weighed in at 6 lbs. 3 oz. and 19 1/2 inches. Proud parents are Laura and Tom Kline. 

 

On March 2, 2016, former Brookside teachers met for the First Annual Brookside Brunch at the Apollo 

Diner in Merrick. If you taught at Brookside and would like to join us next year, we will meet at 11:00 am 

on the date of the BMRTA Winter meeting at the Apollo. 

 

 
 

Heard Here and There 

Carol Finkel, John Westervelt, 

Rich DeMott 

Andrea Schuman, Mary Ann 

Frauenberger, Joan Kleinman, 

Rachel Shapiro 

Not pictured:  Jane Sanacora 
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NEW RETIREES – 2016 

Audrey Crusius – Kennedy H.S. - Special Education 

Theresa Goodridge – Merrick Avenue M.S. 

Christine LaTorre – Grand Avenue M.S. – Paraprofessional President 

Sharon Lefkowitz – Merrick Avenue M.S. – Special Education 

Patricia Reimann – Grand Avenue M.S. – Guidance Counselor 

Ellen Robilotto – Merrick Avenue M.S. – Special Education 

Deborah Roth – Kennedy H.S. – Guidance Counselor 

Betsy Siegelaub – Mepham – World Languages 

Eileen Weissman - Merrick Avenue M.S. – Special Education 

Richard Wilen – Merrick Avenue M.S. – Science/Dean/BMUST Treasurer 
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THE BELLMORE-MERRICK UNITED SECONDARY TEACHERS’ 

34th ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER/DANCE 

Woodbury Country Club 

884 Jericho Turnpike 

Woodbury, NY 

Thursday, June 16, 2016 

6:00 P.M. - 11:00 P.M. 

Cocktails at 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.                  Dinner and Presentations at 7:00 p.m. 

Directions: Seaford Oyster Bay Expressway to Woodbury Exit (Jericho Turnpike), east. 

Woodbury Country Club is located on the right side of the street. 

$70 per person 

Make checks payable to BMUST 

 

Please return this bottom portion through interoffice mail or mail to 

BMUST, Brookside School, Room 96 

1260 Meadowbrook Road 

Merrick, NY 11566                              

Attention: Kim Black 

RSVP ASAP:  We cannot guarantee that seating requests will be honored. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Name of BMRTA Member & Guest(s): _________________________________________ 

Telephone #: ______________________ E-mail: __________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________ 

School you previously taught at: ___________ Check #: ________ Amount: $_____________  

Please seat me with:  _________________________________________________________________ 
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Dates to Remember 

May 17  RC 17      General Membership Meeting 

        Farmingdale Library, 9:30 AM 

 

May 25  BMRTA Spring Meeting                Brookside, Rm. 50   

   Election of Officers and Reps  1:30 PM 

May 25  Welcome New Retiree Party  The 3
rd

 Rail, Bellmore  

        2:30-5:30 PM 

June 16  BMUST Dinner Dance   Woodbury Country Club  

        6-11 PM  

The BMUST Representative Assembly meetings for the spring of 2016 are May 20 at 5:30 pm and June 

17 at 4 pm.  

 
In Closing 

 
If you have any suggestions for future programs at the BMRTA meetings, please let us know. 

If you need a ride to our meetings, we would be happy to arrange transportation. 

In future issues, we would like to include any news you would like to share.  E-mail 

jsanaco@aol.com with the information and picture. 

In Memoriam 
 

“The choirs of angels will rejoice when he enters Heaven,” said a friend of Tal Thayer who passed 

away on April 22, 2016.   Tal was a retired music teacher/choir director at Calhoun High School.  He 

also taught at Merrick Avenue and Brookside.  Tal worked in the district from 1958-1985.  A private 

cremation took place.  There will be a service for him in upstate New York in May.  A future 

memorial service is being planned for this summer on Long Island.  Donations may be made to the S. 

Talbot Thayer Vocal Music Scholarship Fund; details to follow.  Tal was 85 years old.  

 

Barbara Champ passed away on March 13, 2016 in Michigan where she moved in 2011.  Barbara 

was a special education teacher at Brookside and Calhoun from 1979 to 1990.  She also taught in the 

Virginia public schools.  Barbara is survived by her husband, Michael, her children, her twin sister, 

and other relatives. 

 

Doris Fronefield passed away peacefully on March 5, 2016.  She served as guidance counselor at 

Grand Avenue from 1967 to 1982.  She spent her last years in Rhinebeck, New York and is survived 

by her twin sister, Dorothy.  She was 90 years old. 
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