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Bellmore-Merrick Retired Teachers Association 

Volume 40   Issue 1   Fall 2022 

 

The End of an Era 

 

A FOND FAREWELL 
 

 Pat Christy, the founder of BMRTA, passed 

away on September 13, 2022.  She served as 

president for fifteen years and then continued 

to serve as the founder and first editor of 

Highlights.  Please read her last article which 

she submitted a couple of weeks ago. 

     Jerry Brynien served as president for four 

years.  He passed away on August 3, 2022. 

     Sharon Wisla is our current president.  

She is pictured here with Pat and Jerry at our 

35
th

 anniversary party in May, 2019.  Sharon 

will be stepping down as president in June, 

2023.  This is her fifteenth year as president.  

Future issues will highlight her 

accomplishments as BMRTA president. 
 

 

 

 

 

AND SO IT BEGAN. . . 

Pat Christy 
Here’s a big part of my life after retirement - my 

involvement in the Bellmore-Merrick Retired 

Teachers Association and here’s how I’m still 

contributing….. 

******* 

 I retired from a 34 year career teaching 

Physical Education in June 1982. I had started 

teaching in September 1948 in three of the Utica, 

New York elementary schools.....Wetmore, 

Seymour and Bleeker. My starting salary was $2400 

a year!  

 My goal was to secure a placement back 

home on Long Island but this was at the beginning 

of the local school districts growing out of their 

single building size and expanding to accommodate 

the first wave of children born after WW II. The 

kids were there but the new buildings were only in 

the process of being built and additional staffing 

was on hold until new buildings could be opened.  

           After two winters teaching upstate, I couldn’t 

wait to get back on the Island. Mom always said that 

“it’s not what you know but who you know”.....and 

that surely was true in my situation. It finally 

happened for me when I asked our neighbor, Mrs. 

Gurney, who lived up the block and was on the 

Merrick school board, if she knew of any openings 

on Long Island for physical education teachers. I 

used to baby sit for her two girls....and that must 

have helped because she let me know of an 

upcoming vacancy in neighboring North Bellmore.  
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 I got the job after my interview with their 

Superintendent - Edward J. McCleary. I was 

assigned to K-8 in three buildings -- Newbridge 

Road, Waltoffer Ave. and Martin Ave. Schools. 

Newbridge was the oldest, had their own gym and 

plenty of outdoor teaching space. Waltoffer and 

Martin both had gyms but for my first two years 

of teaching in these schools, each of these gyms 

was occupied by three third grade classes. I spent 

my time instructing all my classes outdoors unless 

it was raining and then had to improvise activities 

in their classroom--this was quite a challenge!  

 Meanwhile, the “boomers” were aging 

into high school age. Our ‘one’ high school 

district - the Wellington C. Mepham High School 

- was preparing for their arrival by hastily 

building two junior high schools to house grades 

7-9:  one new building to serve students from 

Bellmore and North Bellmore on Jerusalem Ave. 

in North Bellmore and the other for the Merricks 

on Merrick Ave. which was just around the corner 

from my home on Woodbine. I preferred to work 

at Jerusalem Ave. and keep working with my 

North Bellmore kids. I really didn’t want to live in 

the midst of the Merrick Ave. Jr. High students. 

And I had little tolerance for the primary grade 

curriculum. So I started a wonderful 28 years 

career at Jerusalem. There soon were seven 

buildings serving the district - two more junior 

high (Grand and Brookside) and two new high 

schools (Calhoun and Kennedy). We had about 

10,000 kids in grades 7-12 by this time.  

 During these years, my interests led to my 

involvement with what was to later become the 

union. First, I served as one of the building 

representatives and finally became the Jerusalem 

Head Building Representative to BMUST. 

Somewhere along the way, the staff of seventeen 

women physical educators began to seek equity 

for after-school athletic assignments. We met and 

prepared materials to suggest a solution to the 

relative unfairness in coaching pay between the 

boys’ and the girls’ after-school programs for two 

prior contract negotiations. We were ignored 

during these first two attempts. The third contract 

effort gave me the opportunity to serve as a  

negotiator but things got hot and heavy regarding 

class size and before our coaching equity proposal 

was even discussed the district teachers elected to 

go out on strike over class size.  

  

  

 
 

 

Mike Dolber, Pat Christy, Sharon Wisla, Mark Steinberg 

 Everyone was out walking the picket 

lines for I think seven school days and we got 

fined two days’ pay for each day out. The 

seventeen women started back to work during 

the normal teaching day but decided not to 

conduct any after-school activities until our 

coaching pay problem was addressed. The union 

attorney ended up filing an unfair practices suit 

for us against the Board of Education and this 

led to the NYS Human Rights Division taking 

our case.  

 The Board of Education declared that 

BMUST was also negligent in not negotiating in 

this area in the previous contracts--not so said I--

as they had our proposals in place in the two 

prior contract negotiations. When this challenge 

occurred, we lost the service of the union 

attorney and were out on our own at which point 

our case was furthered by the Human Rights 

attorney. The Human Rights Division ruled in 

our favor after the facts were heard and finally 

our recommended changes were accepted with 

their guidance and written into our new BMRTA 

union contract.  

 After I retired in 1982, I thought was 

about to lose my NYSUT catastrophic health 

insurance coverage. I went up to see Louis 

DeFilippo, then BMUST union president. 

Louie and I had shared the gym at Jerusalem 

for many years as Physical Education teachers. 

He assured me that the insurance would not be 

a problem and he then mentioned that I might 

be able to help BMUST (our union) start up a  
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Fall Meeting 
Time:  1:00 PM 

Date: Wed., Oct. 12, 2022 

Place: Brookside Room 111 

Topic:  The Elections 

Speaker:  Ken Ulric 

 RC-17 President 

 
F.Y.I. 

 

Sharon Wisla 

President 

516-781-7884  

alsiw@aol.com       

 

Jane Sanacora 

Membership 

Newsletter 

516-610-7956   

jsanaco@aol.com      

 

Deborah Molloy 

Medical and Insurance 

Questions/Personnel 

516-992-1017 

dmolloy@bellmore-merrick.k12.ny.us 

 

Meg Hirsch 

BMUST Secretary  

516-992-1068 

bmustsecretary@bmust.net 

 

 

Breast Cancer Walk 

 

October is Breast Cancer Awareness 

Month. Please help the effort to find a 

cure for this disease by wearing pink; by 

marching with our colleagues on Sunday, 

October 16, 2022 at Jones Beach State 

Park and most importantly by making a 

monetary donation to continue the 

research. 

Please send contributions to:   

 

 BMUST OFFICE 
     
 1260 Meadowbrook Road 
     
 Merrick, New York 11566 
 
   Attn. Roberta Mohr 

 

Walk participants please assemble at 

Field 5, Jones Beach State Park. 

Please make checks payable to the 

American Cancer Society. 

retiree chapter. I met with Lou and Rick Hamilton that night over a great steak dinner at McCluskey’s 

and we stitched together a few ideas of how this could be done. That dinner was the beginning of the 

Bellmore-Merrick Retired Teachers Association. Part of that effort on my part was the start of a 

newsletter to send to all known retirees which would keep them posted prior to each of our Fall, Winter 

and Spring BMRTA meetings. I ended each of those “newsletters” with a personal touch that I identified 

as “IN CLOSING”. 

  My “career” in journalism ended 28 years later when I wrote my final column for Highlights in 

the Spring of 2012.  

     Pat Christy, Past- Editor 
 

 

mailto:alsiw@aol.com
mailto:jsanaco@aol.com
mailto:dmolloy@bellmore-merrick.k12.ny.us
mailto:bmustsecretary@bmust.net
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May 25 Meeting and Party 

 BMRTA held two events on May25, 2022:  the Spring meeting and the Welcome New 

Retiree Party.  The meeting took place in the Brookside  BID Room and elections were held.  

Then we adjourned to the outdoor area of Paddy Power Pub in Merrick to party.   

               

             

 

            

       

 

Sue Stamile, Pat Riew Kathryn Alexander, Roseann Zocchia,  

Susan D’Ambrosio 

Sharon Wisla Joan Kleinman, Dan Viafore, Mike Dolber Jane Kline 

Wendy Forgash, Ellen Weiss, Sue Risberg, Henry Dircks 



 
5 

 

BMRTA OFFICERS AND REPS 2022-2023 

 

OFFICERS 

President-Sharon Wisla 

Vice-President-Susan Stamile 

Treasurer-Pat Riew 

Recording Secretary-Ellen Johanson 

Membership Chair-Jane Sanacora 

 

 

 

 

                  ------------------------------------------- 

2022 Retirees 

Kathryn Alexander – Calhoun – Guidance 

 

Susan D’Ambrosio – Mepham – Paraprofessional Special Education 

 

George Bossert – Grand – Physical Education  

 

Beth Johnson – Calhoun – Special Education 

 

Cecilia Larrea – Mepham – World Language 

 

Ellen Lehmann-Page – MAP – Paraprofessional Special Education 

 

Salvatore Montoya – Calhoun/Grand – World Language 

 

Arthur Schnee – Grand -- Technology 

 

Carl Yanuzzi – MAMS – Technology 

 

Roseann Zocchia – JFK – Business Education 

REPRESENTATIVES 

Sal Bommarito 

Mike Dolber 

Joan Kleinman 

Jane Kline 

Roberta Mohr 

Susan Stamile 

Ellen Weiss 

Harvey Wiener 

Sharon Wisla 
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The executive board of BMRTA met in August to plan this year’s activities.  Sue Stamile once 

again invited the group to work from her home.  We were lucky it was a beautiful day for a 

backyard meeting. 

 

 

 Back row:   Mike Dolber, Sal Bommarito 

 Front Row:   Sue Stamile, Ellen Weiss, Ellen Johanson, Sharon Wisla, Joan Kleinman 

 Not pictured: Jane Sanacora 

 
 

Heard Here and There 

Please vote in the election of Teacher Retirement System representative. If you do not receive a ballot 

by October 10, please call the American Arbitration Association at 1-800-529-5218.  Another 

important number is the Teachers’ Retirement System at 1-800-348-7298. 
 

To all of you who use Facebook:   If you are not a member of the BMRTA Facebook group, we 

encourage you to join.  All you need to do is search Bellmore-Merrick Retired Teachers Association on 

Facebook and ask to join. It’s a good way for us to share information and keep connected with each 

other. Right now there are 63 members. We need more! 

 

Joan and Jerry Kleinman would like to announce the engagement of their daughter, Jessi, to Jonathan 

Byer in June.  They are planning a May wedding in 2023.  Congratulations! 
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THE BMUST END OF THE YEAR CELEBRATION 

June 8, 2022 
 For the first time in two years we were finally able to get together for The End of the Year 

Celebration.  It was held at the Westbury Manor, a venue we have used previously.  First we 

were outside for cocktails and then we went inside for dinner, dancing and speeches.  

                       

 

 

                      

 

Jane Sanacora, Kathryn Alexander, Sal Bommarito, 
Sharon Wisla, Pat Riew, Sue Stamile 

 

Meg Hirsch 
BMUST Secretary 

 

John Westervelt Joan Kleinman, Sharon Wisla 
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The mid-term elections are fast approaching, and by the time you read this you will probably be 

sick of the constant TV ads for and against various candidates.   But we must be very aware that 

this election is of critical importance to us as educators, as retirees, and as citizens.  We cannot 

close our eyes to the dangers facing us – threats to public education, to academic freedom, to 

social security, to voting rights, to women, and to democracy.    

  

I am sharing the list of NYSUT-endorsed candidates for Governor, Lt. Governor, Attorney 

General, Comptroller, and Congress.  Endorsements for the state Senate and Assembly can be 

found on the NYSUT website or the BMRTA Facebook page.  

   

Governor – Kathy Hochul 

Lt. Gov. - Antonio Delgado 

Attorney Gen. - Letitia James 

Comptroller – Thomas DiNapoli 

  

House of Representatives 

CD 1:  Bridget Fleming 

CD 2: no NYUST endorsement was made. 

CD 3: Robert Zimmerman 

CD 4: Laura Gillen 

CD 5: Gregory Meeks 

  

Please keep in mind that due to redistricting, you may be in a different Congressional District 

than you were in in the past.  You can find your new district at the Board of Elections 

website:    elections.ny.gov   

 

I am also appealing to you, if possible, to participate in the NYSUT phone banks to be held at the 

Nassau Office (1000 Woodbury Road, Suite 214, Woodbury).  They will be making calls from 

Political Action News   

Mike Dolber 

 

http://elections.ny.gov/
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11am to 3pm on the days listed below.  Lunch will be provided, and there will be raffles for gift 

cards held.  Moreover, if you participate you will feel a sense of purpose and solidarity with your 

fellow callers.   If you have not done phone calls before, please consider giving it a try.  You can 

stay as long, or as short, a time as you want.   Retired teachers can reach out to fellow NYSUT 

members during times when in service teachers are working.  We are needed, especially this 

year. 

  

PHONE BANK SCHEDULE (ALL ARE ON THURSDAYS EXCEPT FOR ELECTION DAY): 

 

October 6, 13, 20, 27 

Tuesday, November 8 – Election Day. 

  

If you prefer, you can make phone calls from home on any day between the hours of 11am to 

8pm.   If you wish to do that, please email me at 914mmd@gmail.com. 

 

 If we work together, we can hopefully make a difference for our future, for our schools, and for 

our democracy. 

  

In solidarity, 

Mike Dolber 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Ellen Weiss, Sal Bommarito, 

Ellen Johanson, Jane 

Sanacora, Amy Walsleben, 

Sharon Wisla, Sue Stamile, 

and Roberta Mohr met at the 

BMUST office to complete 

the membership mailing in 

September. 

mailto:914mmd@gmail.com
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LIRDC-Long Island Retiree Delegate Council 

Representing NYSUT Retiree Delegates - K-12, Higher Ed, & SRPs 

Barbara Hafner – Chairperson      Ken Ulric – Vice-Chair 

202 Walker Place                      56 Grant Street 

West Hempstead, NY 11552      Farmingdale, NY 11735 

hafnerbarbara@aol.com       kulric@optonline.net 

(516) 286-1609           (516) 375-2182 

 

September 12, 2022 

 

Dear NYSUT Retiree, 

This fall we retirees are facing an unusual election that will have a major impact on 

our pensions. David Keefe, the retiree member, and board president of the New York State 

Teachers’ Retirement System is up for reelection. What makes this unusual is that, after 

more than twenty years on the board of the system, he is being opposed. Dave has done an 

excellent job of protecting our pensions and guaranteeing its fiscal soundness. We, the 

elected representatives of retired teachers on Long Island, are concerned that internal 

politics might ultimately adversely affect our pensions. For that reason, we are writing to 

urge you to support Dave in his reelection bid.  Because this is a contested election, you will 

have a chance to vote. You will receive a ballot in the mail between October 1
st
 and October 

15
th

. That ballot must be postmarked by October 31, 2022.  

To secure our pensions, YOU MUST VOTE. So, in short, look for your ballot in the 

mail between October 1
st
 and October 15

th
, and be sure to return it postmarked by October 

31, 2022. 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us. 

 

Barbara Hafner, Long Island Retiree Delegates Council chair (Hafnerbarbara@aol.com) 

Ken Ulric, Long Island Retiree Delegates Council vice-chair (kenulric@gmail.com) 

mailto:hafnerbarbara@aol.com
mailto:kulric@optonline.ne
mailto:Hafnerbarbara@aol.com
mailto:kenulric@gmail.com
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  BMUST WELCOME BACK PARTY  

 The BMUST Welcome Back Party was held at the Third Rail in Bellmore on Friday, 

September16.  The in-service teachers were wearing their BMUST tee shirts in union solidarity.  

The party was well attended and everyone had a good time.  A special thanks to Sue Stamile for 

the pictures. 

            

 

 

         

Arlene Griggs 
Sue Stamile 

Paul Cohen Roberta Mohr 

Harvey Wiener 

 

Above:  Harvey Wiener, John 

Westervelt, Tony Colesanti 

 

Left:  Mike Dolber 

Right:  Sal Bommarito 
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IN MEMORIAM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we mourn the passing of Pat Christy, we must not forget to celebrate her life and the 

impact that she had on our district, our union, and our community. 

I met Pat in 1974, when I started teaching at Jerusalem Avenue Junior High School.  Pat was 

one of the people most responsible for my involvement in BMUST starting in my first year, the year 

we went on strike.  She soon became a trusted friend and mentor.  Pat, a Phys Ed teacher, was a Head 

Building Rep, a negotiator, and a respected leader in the building.  She understood unionism and 

understood that ultimately it was about respect and solidarity among its members.  

Of all of Pat’s accomplishments and contributions to our union, there are two that must be 

emphasized.   Pat took action and led the fight to achieve pay equity for coaches of girls’ sports.  She 

courageously acted under Title 9 to make sure that they received fair and equal compensation.  Every 

coach and every student athlete today owe Pat a debt of gratitude. 

In addition, in 1984, Pat met with our president, Lou DeFilippo, to propose the creation of a 

retired teachers’ group within BMUST, which would have voting representation on the Board of 

Trustees and the Representative Assembly.   This led directly to the creation of BMRTA. Pat served 

as BMRTA’s first President, and all of us have benefitted from her initiative and leadership 

Pat’s legacy is, and will remain, fundamental to our union.   It is important that all of our 

members, even those who never knew her or were not even born when she retired in 1982, understand 

how much all of us owe her. 

Rest in peace and power, Pat.    

 

Mike Dolber, September 17, 2022 

 

 

Pat Christy 

1926-2022 
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It is with great sadness that we inform you of the 

passing of Gerald (Jerry) Brynien on August 3, 

2022. Jerry was a vocational and math teacher at 

Calhoun from 1962-1989. He also served as the 

previous president of BMRTA for 4 years.  He was a 

veteran and served as a corporal. While in the U. S. 

Army, he serviced Eisenhower’s plane.  He received 

a military funeral. He was 90 years old and would 

have been married 70 years this December. 

Condolence cards may be sent to the Brynien family 

at 237 Greenwich Avenue, Massapequa Park, New 

York 11762.  Donations may be made in Jerry's 

name to Operation Second Chance, Helping Heroes 

Move On online. 
 

Ralph Barris passed away on June 14, 2022.  He began 

his career as a social studies teacher at Jerusalem and then 

continued as a guidance counselor at Mepham and Grand 

Avenue for a total of 35 years.  Ralph retired in 1996.  He 

left two daughters and their families.  His wife passed 

away in December, 2021.  Their love story was featured in 

Newsday in 2015 and this picture was taken on their 

fiftieth wedding anniversary. 

 
 

 

Ronald Engelhardt passed away on July 14, 2022.  He taught social 

studies at Grand and retired in 1992.  Ron lived in West Islip and his 

funeral was held there at Our Lady of Lourdes Roman Catholic Church.  

He was 91 years old. 
 

Harriet Morris passed away on August 22, 2022 at the age of 96. She was a Business teacher 

at Mepham and Calhoun from 1974 until her retirement in June 1988.  She resided in Florida 

and Massachusetts.  

 

Flint Moger passed away in April of 2022. He taught business at all three high schools as 

well as Jerusalem and Merrick Junior Highs and retired in 1983.  He lived in Merrick during 

his teaching career and then spent most of his retirement in North Carolina.  He was 85 

years old. 

 

We lost Diane Meistrell on April 4, 2022.  She taught English at Calhoun High School. 

 

Mary Evans passed away on June 25, 2022, at the age of 83.  She served as BMUST 

secretary when Lou DeFilippo was president. 
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Dates to Remember 

2022    

October 12  Fall BMRTA Meeting   Brookside Room 111  

        (Bid Room, 2
nd

 floor) 

        1:00 pm 

           

October 16  Breast Cancer Walk   Jones Beach, Field 5  

 

October 26  Legislative Conference  Radisson, Hauppauge 

 

2023 

March 8  Winter BMRTA Meeting  Brookside Board of Education 

        Conference Room at 1:00 pm 

         

May 9   RC 17  General Membership  Farmingdale Library 

             Meeting  

       

May 24  Spring BMRTA Meeting-  Brookside Board of Education   

         Election of Officers & Reps  Conference Room at 1:30 pm 

              

May 24  Welcome New Retiree Party  TBA   

        2:30 – 4:30 

 

The BMUST Representative Assembly meetings for 2022-23 will meet at 4:30 in the Brookside 

Board Room on the following dates in 2022:  September 21, October 19, and November 30 

 

 

We would like to hear from you! 

 
In future issues, we would like to include any news you would like to share.  E-mail 

jsanaco@aol.com with the information and picture.  And join us on Facebook! 

 

mailto:jsanaco@aol.com
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