Bellmore-Merrick
Retired Teachers
Association

Volume 34

Issue 1

Fall 2017

Fall Meeting
Time: 1:00 PM
Date: October 4, 2017
Place: Brookside, Room 50
Topic:

From the Desk
of the President

WHY WE MUST SAY NO TO A
STATE CONSTITUTIONAL
CONVENTION
Guest Speaker: Matt Jacobs
NYSUT Regional Staff Director
:

September, 2017

F.Y.I.

Sharon Wisla
President
516-781-7884
alsiw@aol.com
Rachel Shapiro
Membership
VOTE/COPE
516-516-496-3215
rs1635@gmail.com

Jane Sanacora
Newsletter
516-742-7956
jsanaco@aol.com
Renee Jones
Medical and Insurance
Questions/Personnel
516-992-1013
rjones@bellmore-merrick.k12.ny.us

Welcome back to the start of our 34th year and
my 10 year as president. Our membership and
VOTE/COPE drives are already underway. Please
remember to return your membership form and dues,
VOTE/COPE and breast cancer walk donations as
soon as possible so we can keep our records as
accurate and current as possible.
Our year begins with the BMUST Welcome
Back Party being held at The Grillfire in Merrick on
September 15th, where many of our fellow retirees
can catch up with each other and in service teachers.
What a great way to toast in the new school year.
Please join us on Wednesday, October 4th for
our Fall meeting at Brookside at 1 PM. We are
fortunate to have with us as our guest speaker Matt
Jacobs, Regional Staff Director of the NYSUT Nassau
office in Woodbury. He will speak to us on “Why We
Must Say NO to a State Constitutional Convention.”
This topic is very timely and of most importance to us.
Our pensions are on the line!!! Please remember to
enter Brookside from the Main Entrance in the front
due to the security system in place there.
th

1

BMRTA OFFICERS
President’s Message continued

AND
This fall holds many exciting
programs and activities for BMRTA.
October 15th is the date for the Breast Cancer
Walk at Jones Beach. All are welcome to
attend. NYSUT will hold its Conference at
The Watermill on November 2nd. November
14th marks the date for the RC 17 breakfast
and General Membership meeting, being held
at the Farmingdale Library starting at 9:30
AM. The BMUST Holiday Party is scheduled
for Friday, December 1st at The Grillfire in
Merrick.

REPRESENTATIVES
2017-2018
President
Sharon Wisla
Vice-President
Sue Stamile
Treasurer

I am looking forward to another terrific
year together.

Pat Riew
Recording Secretary

Sharon

Ellen Johanson
Membership Chair
Rachel Shapiro
Representatives
Sal Bommarito
Joe Gsell
Ellen Johanson
Jane Kline
Roberta Mohr
Dan Viafore
Ellen Weiss
Harvey Wiener
Sharon Wisla
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Hurricane Harvey's victims desperately need your help
Source: NYSUT Communications

Hurricane Harvey has unleashed death and devastation in Texas and the storm's remnants
continue to dump historic amounts of rainfall — 50 inches is expected — on southeast Texas.
Flooding has reached catastrophic levels. At least five people have died and 30,000 people are in
need of shelter. First-responders are trying to rescue thousands while battling the rising water.
NYSUT members can show support for their union colleagues in Texas and other regions
affected by Harvey by donating to the NYSUT Disaster Relief Fund. NYSUT will forward all
donations to the national effort. We are coordinating with our national affiliates — the AFT and
NEA — to make sure that our union brothers and sisters and affected communities receive
whatever help and relief we can provide as they try to get back on their feet during the long
recovery period ahead.
You can donate online or mail your contribution; details below. The need is urgent. Thank you.
Donate Online

Click here to donate via PayPal or credit card.
Donate by Check
Make your check payable to "NYSUT Disaster Relief Fund" and mail to: NYSUT Headquarters,
Attn: Disaster Relief, 800 Troy-Schenectady Road, Latham, New York 12110.
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BMUST Dinner/Dance
The 35th BMUST Dinner Dance was held on June 15th at the Woodbury Country Club. The
new retirees, Lynn Beber, Donald Fleming, Nancy Law, Paula Minkoff, and Brian Neiderman,
were honored. Rachel Shapiro was honored as the recipient of the Patricia Christy Outstanding
Retiree Award.

Beth Finneran, Sue Danis, Roberta Mohr and Sharon Wisla

Pat Riew and Ellen Johanson

Harvey Wiener and Rich Wilen
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Sal Bommarito

Deanne Junior and Ellen Robilotto

John DeTommaso and Sharon Lefkowitz

Pat Frenz and Lynn Beber

Joe Gsell and Anita Newman
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Heard Here and There
Congratulations to Sharon and Gerry Wisla on the
birth of their first grandchild, Ava Shea Wisla, on August
2, 2017. She weighed 8 pounds and was 20 1/2 inches
long. Proud parents are Ira and Lisa Wisla.
Carter Aaron Klasson was born to Cara and Craig
Klasson, a Calhoun graduate and son of retiree Jill
Klasson, on July 31, 2017. Her son Jeffrey is engaged
and getting married on Veterans Day.
Congratulations to Eileen (retired Special Ed
MAMS) and Gary Weissman on the marriage of their
daughter Rachael Heather to Brandon Scott Riff on May
20, 2017 at Village Club of Lake Success.

Ava Shea Wisla

Sharon Wisla ran into Mary
Jane Sutay and Joan Salvia, Calhoun
retirees, at a rest stop on the New
Jersey Turnpike in late May.

Members Help with Mailing
This spring members gathered at the BMUST office to help in the mailing of retiree information.

Sue Risberg and Sharon Wisla

Rachel Shapiro, Roberta Mohr and Ellen Weiss
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Sue Stamile and Pat Riew

Joe Gsell

Sal Bommarito

Dan Viafore

Jane Kline and Lydia Paulsen
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Pat Christy’s
CLIPS and SNIPS

Inherited Roth IRA Withdrawals. Can my adult children inherit my Roth IRA and enjoy
tax-free withdrawals? Yes. That’s one of the great things about Roths. Unlike traditional IRAs,
from which withdrawals by heirs are fully taxable, as long as five years have passed since you
opened your first Roth IRA, your heirs can withdraw 100% of the funds with no tax or penalty,
regardless of their age. If less time has passed, all contributions and rollovers can be withdrawn
tax-and penalty free. But if your heirs dip into earnings (which come out last), that amount will
be taxed. If they delay tapping the earnings until five years has passed since the account was
open, the earnings will be tax-free, too. Note that although you don’t have to take required
minimum distributions from the Roth, your heirs will have to take RMDs starting the year after
your death.
Kiplinger’s Retirement Report, February 2017

Any Smartphone or Laptop Can Catch Fire. Lithium ion batteries are statistically quite safe,
and fires are rare --but they store a large amount of energy in a very small space, so the
danger is real. These batteries could have a significant impact on the fire risk.
- Do not rest a device with a lithium ion battery on a bed, couch, pillow or other textile as it
charges.
- If you need to replace a lithium ion battery or its charging cord, purchase the same brand
battery or cord designed to be used with the device.
- Don’t leave devices that contain lithium ion batteries in direct sunlight.
- If you notice an odd odor coming from the device and/or it feels unusually hot to the touch,
report it to the manufacturer -- or your cellular service provider if it’s a phone -- and ask for
guidance before using or charging the device again
- If you see smoke or flames coming from the device, submerge it in water if you can do so
without burning yourself. If you can’t safely move it, call 911. Important: To eliminate the
possibility of electric shock from household current if the device is charging, unplug it before
submerging it.
Bottom Line Personal, May 1, 2017

Make a Plastic Storage Bag Easier to Fill. Turn over the top edge of a plastic bag that has tabs
or zippers that lock together. That helps keep the bag open while you’re filling it with sacks,
leftovers or individual portions of your favorite meals.
Bottom Line Personal, August 1, 2017

Easy airline-ticket price formula lets you know whether a domestic ticket is a good deal.
Simply multiply the number of round trip miles by $0.032, and then add $230. Example: New
York to Los Angeles is 5,640 miles round trip. Multiplying 5,640 by $0.032 and adding $230
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gives a total of $410. This means that flights costing less than $410, including taxes and fees, are
at least reasonably good deals. For international flights: multiply round trip miles by $0.08 and
add $200. That means that a round-trip between New York and London costing less than $750 is
a reasonable deal. Caution: The formulas show only whether a quoted price is relatively low or
high compared with average route prices during the past several years.
Bottom Line Personal, May 1, 2017

Avoid closing your old credit card account even if it has a zero balance. Closing it could hurt
your credit score by reducing the amount of total credit you have available compared with the
amount you are using.
Bottom Line Personal, July 1, 2017

Playing the Bump Game: Instead of saying, I accept, say, What’s my new route and arrival
time if I accept? There’s no way to know whether the offer is worth taking until you find out
how much of your time you will lose. Also: If the delay will be lengthy, confirm that the airline
will provide vouchers for any meals you need to eat in the airport and/or the hotel room you will
need for an overnight stay.
Bottom Line Personal, August 1, 2017

How to cope with lost luggage. Report the loss immediately -- there usually is a counter for this
near the baggage carousels. Bring your luggage ticket to be used for a search. Go to the airline
website, and click on the lost-luggage section if you have not heard anything in 24 hours.
Continue to follow up by calling customer service if the website is not enough. Keep your claim
updated – for instance, if you are traveling and change hotels, be sure the airline knows. Ask the
airline how much essential spending is covered, and use the coverage to buy new travel basics
such as clothing, shampoo and deodorant -- keep all receipts for submission later. Be prepared to
negotiate if your luggage is not found -- the airline will not immediately make its best offer.
Complain on social media if the airline drags its feet about reimbursement or makes the whole
process harder than it already is -- this can sometimes to get the airline to speed up the process.
Bottom Line Personal, July 1, 2017

Avoid closing your old credit card account even if it has a zero balance. Closing it could hurt
your credit score by reducing the amount of total credit you have available compared with the
amount you are using.
Bottom Line Personal, July 1, 2017

SITES YOU’LL LIKE:
WWW.Cardpool.com
www.MyDomaine.com
www.MLANet.org
www.SurgeryEncylopedia.co
www.TreasuryHunt.gov
www.When2Meet.com

Buy gift cards at a discount or sell unwanted ones
Boredom busters
What did the doctor say?
Information on 450 surgical procedures
Find out about your bonds
Survey attendees about date and time availability
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The Welcome New Retiree Party
The Welcome New Retiree was held on Wednesday, May 24th immediately after the
BMRTA Spring Meeting. For the second time we partied at The Third Rail in Bellmore where
the food and drinks were good and the company was even better.

Sharon Wisla and Chance Vought

Dan Viafore, Jack Klein, and Joe Gsell

Andrea Schuman and Jack Keane

Sal Bommarito, Dan Viafore, and Harvey Wiener

Sue Stamile, Maryann Frauenberger, Barbara Baier, and Cheryl Loverro
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CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION UPDATE

Sue Stamile, Tony Colesanti, Sharon Wisla, Joe Gsell, Elizabeth Ketcham, and
Joe Critelli (not pictured) attended the May meeting of RC-17 where they heard speakers
on the Constitutional Conventional and other union issues.
The phone banks on the Constitutional Convention will continue at NYSUT
Nassau in Woodbury until the November election. They take place every Thursday, except
September 21 (Rosh Hashanah), from 10:30 AM to 1 PM, with lunch provided. Around
10,000 calls have been made to date. It is important to reach retirees to vote NO! Thank
you to those members who have made calls over the summer.

ELECTION DAY
Tuesday, Nov. 7, 2017
PLEASE VOTE!
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PATRICIA CHRISTY OUTSTANDING RETIREE AWARD
RACHEL SHAPIRO
Sharon Wisla’s Speech for Rachel Shapiro

It is my privilege to give the Patricia Christy Outstanding Retiree Award to
Rachel Shapiro, Outstanding Retiree for this year. Rachel is well deserving of this
honor.
This award is named for Pat Christy, the founder of the retired teachers
association in Bellmore-Merrick. Pat also served as its first president for 15 years.
Pat is still with us at 90 years young.
Rachel and I met in the fall of 1986 when I had just returned from a leave and
Rachel moved up to Mepham from Brookside. At that time, there were assigned
study halls for ninth graders. We were in charge of 50 kids in the Vocal Room,
taking attendance and keeping order. Rachel took one look at me and thought,
“She’s going to be a big help.” I surprised her with my teacher voice and
classroom management skills. From there, a friendship was born.
Rachel is a truly dedicated teacher of special education. I have seen this
firsthand sharing some challenging students with her.
Rachel brought this dedication to BMRTA since her retirement in 2009. She has
served as our membership chairperson for the past 7 years. I am in awe of her
spreadsheets where she manages addresses, phone #, and email addresses of our
325 members. Additionally, she has been our VOTE/COPE chair for the past 2
years. As a result, we have been the recipient of the Abel Blattman Award. I know
I can count on Rachel whenever needed.
Rachel is well deserving of this prestigious award. She could not be here
tonight as she is with her daughter and husband in Tel Aviv, Israel, where Marissa
resides. She is very proud to have won this award.
Here’s to my dear friend Rachel.
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IN MEMORIAM
Nancy Leitner, 77, a retired educator who taught Biology and AP Marine Biology
at Calhoun High School, passed away on May 28, 2017. Nancy graduated from Molloy College
and was awarded her Master’s Degree from Hofstra University. She taught at Calhoun from 1962 to
1995 and retired to New Hampshire. Condolence cards may be sent to Nancy's nephew, James
Leitner and his family at 84 Hill Top Drive, Smithtown, New York 11787. Memorial contributions
can be made to St. Joseph's Catholic Church, 21 Pine Street, Woodsville, NH 03785.
Shirley Leppo passed away recently. Shirley was 93 years old. She taught Health at Calhoun from
1970-1984.
Condolences to Kim Black on the passing of her mother-in-law, Helen Black, on August 25th. Kim
is our BMUST secretary. Condolence cards may be sent to 1891 Bedford Avenue, North Bellmore,
NY 11710.
Condolences to Bob Chalmers, retired Mepham Science teacher, on the passing of his father, Solon
Chalmers, on September 3. Condolence cards may be sent to the Chalmers family at 219 Elm Drive
E., Levittown, NY 11756.

-------------------Making Strides Breast Cancer Walk
October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Please help the effort to find a cure for this
disease by wearing pink; by marching with our colleagues on Sunday, October 15, 2017 at
Jones Beach State Park; and most importantly by making a monetary donation for research.
Please send contributions to: BMUST OFFICE
1260 Meadowbrook Road
Merrick, New York 11566
Attn. Pat Riew
For Walk Participants:

Assemble at Field 5, Jones Beach State Park.
Registration opens at 7:00 AM
Rolling start begins at 8 AM to 11 AM

Please make checks payable to the American Cancer Society.
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DATES TO REMEMBER
2017
September 15

BMUST Welcome Back Party

Grillfire, Merrick
2:30-5:30 PM

October 4

Fall BMRTA Meeting

Brookside, Rm. 50
1:00 PM

October 15

Breast Cancer Walk

Jones Beach

November 2

NYSUT Conference

The Watermill

November 14

RC 17 General Membership
Meeting

Farmingdale Library
9:30 AM

December 1

BMUST Holiday Party

Grillfire, Merrick, 2:30-5:30 PM

March 7

Winter BMRTA Meeting

Brookside, Rm. 50
1 PM

May 15

RC 17 General Membership
Meeting

Farmingdale Library
9:30 AM

May 23

Spring BMRTA Meeting
Election of Officers and Reps

Brookside, Rm. 50
1:30 PM

May 23

Welcome New Retiree Party

Place TBA
2:30-5:30 PM

June 13

BMUST Dinner Dance

Woodbury Country Club
6-11 PM

2018

The BMUST Representative Assembly meetings for 2017: (at 5:30 PM)-Sept. 13, Oct. 18, Nov.
8, Dec. 20, Jan. 17, Feb. 28, Mar. 21, Apr. 25, May 16, June 20 (June meeting at 4 PM)

In Closing
If you have any suggestions for future programs at the BMRTA meetings, please let us know.
If you need a ride to our meetings, we would be happy to arrange transportation. In future
issues, we would like to include any news you would like to share. E-mail jsanaco@aol.com
with the information and picture.
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