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A CHALLENGING 
ROAD AHEAD
BY MARK STEINBERG,

BMUST PRESIDENT
At the risk of sounding like Chicken 

Little, the sky could very well be falling for 
unions and public educators. In the next 18 
months or so, we will likely face several 
significant, existential challenges. Regardless of 
your political preference, we would be naive to 
believe that good times are ahead for teachers and 
union members in this country with anti-public 
school activist Betsy DeVos as Secretary of 
Education and the imminent placement of a new 
Supreme Court Justice. At this point, we must 
move past the Trump/Clinton conversation and 
prepare to adapt to the most hostile environment 
unions and public education have ever 
confronted.

So what challenges might we face in 
the next 18 months? I have written before about 
the possibility of a Constitutional Convention 
here in New York. As I have stated, a poll taken 
this summer indicated 60% of people favored 
having the convention. If the recent election 
suggests people are looking for “change”, there 
seems to be a very real possibility that New 
Yorkers will vote to have a convention. Opening 
the constitution and subjecting all of us to the 
potential changes in pensions, collective 
bargaining, and public education would be a 
calamity. We must be prepared to work with 
fellow NYSUT members and other constituencies 
to prevent a Constitutional Convention from ever 
happening. For us, staff members must 
understand that this vote next Election Day is 

about their job and 
retirement. A “yes” vote is 
simply unacceptable. 

Nationally, with 
the anticipated changes 
taking place in 
Washington D.C., the 
challenges we will need to 
prepare to confront will be 
significant. They include:

• Anti-union NLRB appointments
• A National Right-to-Work law for the private 

sector (Are we next?)
• Janus v. AFSCME Supreme Court case – 

Loss of Agency Fee (Spring 2018 - 
Friedrich’s redux) 

• Possible loss of exclusive bargaining rights 
for our members

• Possible loss of payroll dues deduction 
(would have to collect dues directly from 
members)

• A SCOTUS ruling in favor of vouchers for 
private and religious schools (Secretary 
DeVos has pushed to defund and dismantle 
public education by pushing charter schools 
and private school vouchers in her home state 
of Michigan)

• A vast expansion of charter schools
• Potential SCOTUS ruling against tenure and 

seniority rights 

What could all of this mean to unions in this 
country? Private sector union membership has fallen 
to single digits from a high in the 40% range. Is that 
our future? Will we experience major membership 
losses, decreased revenue, reduced services from our 
affiliates, or the potential collapse or decertification 

Mark Steinberg, 

President, BMUST

Continued on next page
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of weaker locals? Will workers across the 
country be forced to rely on management to treat 
us appropriately and fairly?

Preparation for the Friedrichs case catalyzed 
union interest and involvement for many locals 
and the strategies utilized should form the basis 
of our actions moving forward. Building reps 
need to have the one-on-one conversations with 
staff members to educate them about the political 
environment we are facing and the potential 
disaster of a Constitutional Convention. NYSUT 
plans on increasing its involvement locally with 
more direct, on-site internal organizing work 

with our members. Ultimately, the success of any 
organizing effort will depend on us. All of us.

Fellow BMUST members, this is about our jobs, 
pensions, and public education. If we are not able to 
confront the challenges we will face in the next 18 
months, then we must be prepared to accept the cards 
we are dealt.

I sincerely hope we can count on all of you. Let’s do 
our best to keep the sky from falling.

In solidarity,

Mark

Thanks to Mepham’s 
own, Melanie Sirof, 
Mepham High School is 
now an official TedX 
School. Melanie took the 
opportunity to attend a 

week-long summer training 
institute to get inspired and to help spread TED’s 
mission to take on “ideas worth spreading.” 

Taken from their website: TED is a nonprofit devoted 
to spreading ideas, usually in the form of short, 
powerful talks. TED began in 1984 as a conference 
where Technology, Entertainment and Design 
converged, and today covers almost all topics — from 
science to business to global issues — in more than 
100 languages. Meanwhile, independently run TEDx 
events help share ideas in communities around the 
world.

On Saturday, November 19th, Mepham took on the 
challenge of being the first public high school on Long 
Island to host a TEDxYouth event. Mrs. Sirof was 
delighted to have tremendous faculty support and help 
from her team of TEDx volunteer organizers. Ten 
presenters covered a range of topics including 
Mepham students: Rina Sarfaz, who spoke of being a 

different kind of leader, Matthew Singh, who spoke of 
modernity’s attack on the English language, Emily 
Fontanetta, who performed original music, and Becky 
Norowski, who recited her poetry. Also presenting 
were, Calhoun graduate, Edward Delapine, who spoke 
of finding your own path, and Mepham Science 
teacher, Brooke Pesce, who discussed happiness as a 
personal choice. Additional presentations included 
Motivational speaker Gian Paul Gonzalez, who 
worked with the New York Giants ahead of their 2012 
Super Bowl win. Approximately 200 people from the 
community participated. 

“Over 60 TEDxYouth events were happening around 
the world this weekend in places like Jakarta, Dubai, 
Madrid and here in Bellmore,” said Melanie Sirof, 
TEDx Mepham High School organizer.  “We set out 
to create a day where participants felt part of 
something bigger. We wanted to have small surprises 
along the way - gift bags, roses and music -  to inspire 
and motivate. Judging by the happy buzz, I think we 
succeeded."

Be on the lookout for Mepham TEDx on FaceBook, 
Twitter and Instagram for video postings and 
information on future events! 

MEPHAM BECOMES A “TedX SCHOOL” BY BILL MORRIS (MEPHAM H.S),LOCAL DO’S 
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					Both	NYSUT	Retiree	Councils	of	Nassau	and	
Suffolk	celebrated	25	years	of	service	to	NYSUT	
retirees	with	a	full	day	Regional	Conference	
with	many	local	legislators	showing	their	
enthusiastic	support	for	our	fellow	teachers.		
The	exciting	
event	was	held	
at	the	
Woodbury	
Country	Club	on	
Oct.	6,	2016	and	
was	a	day	Jilled	
with	heartfelt	
appreciation	of	
the	
contributions	
teachers	make	
to	our	young	
people.		

					Sharon	Wisla,	
Jane	Sanacora,	
Joe	Gsell,	and	
Susan	Stamile	
attended	the	
program,	representing	the	Bellmore-Merrick	
Retired	Teachers	Association	(BMRTA).		In	
addition,	two	members	from	Bellmore-Merrick,	

BY SUSAN STAMILE (BMRTA),      LOCAL DO’S GUEST STAFF WRITER
BMRTA RETIREES RECEIVE  “SILVER ANNIVERSARY AWARD” 

Sharon	Wisla	and	Jane	Kline,	were	recognized	
as	Silver	Anniversary	Award	Recipients	for	
exemplary	service	to	NYSUT	retirees,	a	well	
deserved	honor	for	both	of	them.

					Andrew	
Pallota,	a	
NYSUT	
Executive	
Vice	
President,	
spoke	on	
“The	
Importance	of	
the	2016	
Elections.”	
Many	Nassau	
legislators	
also	spoke,	
including	
Assemblymen	
Dave	
McDonough,	
Tom	
McKevitt,	Ed	

Ra,	Joe	Saladino,	Michael	Montessano,	Charles	
Lavine’s	representative,	Councilman	Anthony	
Eramo,	Senator	Todd	Kaminsky,	and	Mr.	Adam	
Haber.		Also	speaking	were	Tom	Suozzi,	
DuWayne	Gregory,	and	Anna	Thorne-Holst.		
Important	topics	included	changing	the	
Common	Core,	the	possibility	of	a	NYS	
Constitutional	Convention,	protecting	our	
pensions,	supporting	our	public	schools,	and	
the	effect	of	vouchers	and	charter	schools.		

					It	was	an	informative	and	well	attended	
(over	300	participants)	conference	that	
showed	the	strength	and	support	of	NYSUT	by	
our	retirees.		
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					Congratulations to our Founder’s Day 
recipients Trisha Francisci, Rochelle Battersby, 
Denise DiFilippi, and Melissa Joy.  Dinner and 
awards will be held March 13th at the Coral 
House.

Calhoun hosted its annual Thanksgiving Dinner 
for the community.  Express Yourself performed 
along with members of On Tour. The food was 
scrumptious – thank you to everyone who donated 
a dish and donated time in participating in some 
way. Thanks to students who volunteered their 
time to serve and a special thanks to Mrs. 
Brucculeri, our social worker, who organized the 
night beautifully. Our cafeteria staff also did a 
tremendous service in preparing dishes and 
keeping the kitchen running smoothly all night. 
We raised over $2,000 which will be used to buy 
Thanksgiving baskets for families in need and will 
be used to buy gift cards for the holidays.

We hosted a Choral Showcase at Calhoun which 
featured Kennedy’s Variety Choir, Merrick Ave.’s 
Word of Mouth, Grand Ave.’s Grand Voices, 

BY WENDY SIMSON (CALHOUN H.S.),      LOCAL DO’S STAFF WRITER
CALHOUN HOSTS CHORAL SHOWCASE  AWARD” 

Mepham’s Pirate Radio and, of course, our very 
own Crescendo! It was a night filled with voices 
and, in the spirit of “One Voice – One Message”, 
it was terrific to see the joy and friendship 
among our students. They rarely if ever get to 
see each other perform so this was a great night 
for them to share their talent with each other and 
cheer each 
other on. 
Thanks to 
Mr. Sardo 
who did an 
incredible 
job 
organizing 
the night. 
It was also 
an 
opportunity to support the Community 
Cupboard. Thanks to everyone who supported 
our new food pantry in the district.
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BY LISA SHAPIRO (M.A.M.S),      

LOCAL DO’S STAFF WRITER

The Merrick Avenue library has had a 
makeover! After months of work, the “reveal” finally 
took place prior to Thanksgiving.  All of the original 
shelving was maintained but sanded and stained a 
dark oak color.  A new floor featuring our school 
colors and a Merrick Rams emblem is a focal point of 
the space.  One side of the library houses standard 
tables and chairs and is set up for class lessons and as 
a work space for students to use during their lunch 
period and after school.  Laptop and iPad carts are 
available to use throughout the day.

 
However, the best 
feature of the new 
and improved library is the “comfy” side; numerous soft 
chairs, couches and ottomans are meeting places for 
administration, faculty and students who might want to take a 
moment to kick up their feet or get some work done.  
Interestingly enough, the library is actually fairly quiet during 
lunch periods, the busiest time of day. Perhaps the more 
relaxed environment lends itself to the noticeable change in 
tone of the space.  

The wait for the library to be up and running was long, but 
well worth it!  

New Beginnings & New Records
by James Fox, Grand Ave M.S.

Katie (Grand-Special Education) & Fabyan 
Smith welcomed a baby boy:

Kellan Hudson, Dec. 4th 2016
8lbs 14oz 22 1/2"

Stephanie Sloane (Grand-Science) 
ran the NYC Marathon 2016 and beat 

her previous time!
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MAP welcomes Patrick Zenker as our new 
security officer. Patrick is a retired member of 
New York’s Finest and is settling in well to 
life on the hallway.

One of the advantages to being situated in the 
Brookside Building is our proximity to the 
Jewel Quinn Senior Center, which is located 
downstairs from us. This has allowed us to 
establish a relationship with veterans of 

WW2, Korea, and Viet Nam who are always 
generous in sharing their time and experiences 
with our students. Shortly before Veterans’ 
Day, several of the seniors came upstairs to 
share once again and to take part in the 
installation of our Military Wall of Honor, 
which is meant to pay tribute to MAP alumni 
who have gone into service.

The Community Cupboard is alive and well at 
Brookside! The brainchild of Tiffany 
Rzempoluch (Soc. Stud.) and Karin McMahon 
(P.E.), the Cupboard has gotten off to an 
amazing start with the help of Darlene Boden 
(Nurse) and Catrina Christensen (Guidance), 
as well as with generous donations of time 
and inventory from our sister schools and the 

greater Bellmore-Merrick community. You can 
reach the coordinators by phone at 992-1073.

On Friday, December 9, MAP again hosted 
Christmas-gift wrapping to help prepare for the 
Lions Club Polar Express, a party for under-
privileged and physically-challenged children. 
The next day, a group of our staff members and 
students came in to help distribute gifts and 
entertain the children. Senior Jean DeRurange 
dressed up for the occasion. 

“M.A.P. WALL OF HONOR”

BY LAURA SHERIDAN (M.A.P   H.S.), LOCAL DO’S STAFF WRITER
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NASSAU UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTER
TOYS 4 TOTS
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JFK’s Kara McManus rallied her students 
together to assist active service members who 
are currently serving our country at stations 
overseas. Kara McManus motivated her 
students in her Senior Participation in 
Government and AP Government classes to 
execute the “Adopt a Battalion” fundraiser.  
These students were charged with the orders 
of raising awareness of the sacrifice of our 

enlisted service men and women, and to 
solicit donations from the JFK student body.  
The donations consisted of a wide range of 
American products which run scarce at 
military bases in foreign lands, such as 
shaving cream, deodorant, toothpaste, and 
other toiletries. Additionally, the students sold 
yellow ribbons for Veterans’ Day, and held 
bake sales over several weeks. In the end, the 
group raised over $1,300 and spent a long 
afternoon packaging the supplies for the 
enlisted soldiers at a local Knight of 
Columbus Hall in Massapequa Park. 

Jeannette Pincus, JFK’s Choral Director, put 
together a “flash mob” in the Broadway Mall 
in Hicksville on December 16. Jeannette 

coordinated the efforts of JFK’s Choir, along 
with 7 other high schools in the region. The 

group stunned holiday shoppers as they 
suddenly sprang into song, cheerfully singing 
the ‘Hallelujah Chorus’ from Handel’s 
Messiah. Loud applause was heard from every 
direction once the choirs finished their 
ambitious performance. Afterwards, the choirs 
remained at the Mall and sang Christmas 
carols to the passersby, determined as they 
were to lift each spirit they encountered with 
their gift of song.

“JFK ADOPTS A BATTALION & SERENADES  HOLIDAY SHOPPERS”

BY BRUCE REED (J.F.K.  H.S.), LOCAL DO’S EDITOR




