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	BELLMORE-MERRICK UNITED SECONDARY TEACHERS
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TO A NEW SCHOOL YEAR  
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I hope, as you are reading this edition of 
Local Do’s, that you and your families are 
well and in good health. It certainly has been 
an interesting start to the school year, eh?  It 
is not what we had hoped for when we left in 
June, but you all continue to do a remarkable 
job working with our students in spite of all 
the challenges and difficulties, and I thank 
you. 

By the time you receive this edition of 
Local Do’s, the negotiations team will have 
met with teachers in each of our six 
buildings, and our building level 
representatives will have held countless 
meetings with individual staff members.  On 

Wednesday, November 3rd, Jason Lasky, 
our NYSUT Labor Relations Specialist, 
conducted a workshop exclusively for our 
negotiations team.  During the workshop, the 
team reviewed the recent trends in Nassau 
County contract settlements and began 
setting priorities for the upcoming 
negotiations.  Even with the impending 
retirement of Dr. Bollettieri in January of 
2022, the plan remains to exchange packages 
sometime in February and to negotiate with 
the District throughout the Spring.  

On another note, Meg Hirsch, our 
BMUST secretary, has done a fantastic job of 
organizing the saliva-based PCR testing 
being done for nearly sixty individuals in the 

union office on 
Tuesday afternoons 
from 2:00 - 4:00 pm.  
Now that she, and 
the doctor’s office 
conducting the 
testing, have the 
process down pat, 
members wishing to be 
tested have a great deal more flexibility in 
what time they come over to the office to be 
tested.  Additionally, we are able to offer 
testing to more members. If you find that you 
need or would like to be tested, please reach 
out to Meg and she will email you the 
necessary documents and information.   

It is hard to believe that I am closing on this 
note, but I hope the holiday season brings 
much joy and comfort to you and your 
families. Please continue to take good care of 
yourselves and to look after one another. As 
always, if there is anything that you need or 
that I can help with, please do not hesitate to 
reach out.  

In Solidarity, 

Rob 

Rob Walsh, 

President, BMUST

“By the time you receive this edition of  Local Do’s, the 

negotiations team will have met with teachers in each of  our six 

buildings, and our building level representatives will have held 

countless meetings with individual staff  members.”  

“THE NEGOTIATION PROCESS” 

ROB WALSH, BMUST PRESIDENT
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BY BETH FINNERAN, (CALHOUN H.S.), LOCAL DO’S WRITER

“GOOD NEWS AT CALHOUN”

TRUNK OR TREAT 
Various clubs at Calhoun High School participated in a Trunk or Treat event in the 

parking lot Oct. 28. The fundraiser event was organized by the World of Difference Club. 
From Candy Land and Hocus Pocus to Rapunzel and Jack Skellington, each trunk was 
creatively curated. 

A WORLD OF A DIFFERENCE 
“World of Difference” aims to support the 

Bellmore-Merrick community inside and out of the 
Calhoun High School walls,” explained faculty adviser 
Jamie Romito. “The event is so special because of all 
of the clubs, sports, teachers and administrators that 
participate.”  Proceeds will go toward the Autism 
Speaks Light it Up Blue campaign. 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
STUDENTS HONORED 

Special Ed teacher Eduardo Martinez and Social 
Studies Teacher Kristen Bradle encouraged students to 
participate  in the Italian Essay Contest. Students were 
tasked with reading a selection from an Italian 
American author and making connections with larger, 
cultural realities. Under the auspices of Martinez and 
Bradle, Noelle McIntosh and Liam Miley were selected 
as winners in the Stony Brook University Center 
for Italian Studies Annual Essay Contest.  McIntosh 
was selected as a first-place winner and Miley was 
awarded an honorable mention.  Both students received 
a monetary prize and a certificate. 
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BY LINU CHACKO (MEPHAM H.S.), LOCAL DO’S STAFF WRITER 

“CELEBRATING WHAT KEEPS MEPHAM S.T.R.O.N.G.” 

Mepham Pride: Ahoy to 84 years! 
Mepham Pride is back, in all its maroon and grey 

glory, for the 84th year of the Pep Rally and 
Homecoming game! Everyone loved the Pirate Fest and 
the Varsity Football win against Glen Cove. Both were 
perfect autumnal days for congratulating all our fall 
athletic teams, the Homecoming King and Queen, and 
Grand Marshall, Mrs. Kilgallin.  

Mepham Culture! 
Mepham is home to many cultures and traditions and our 
teachers work year round to celebrate as many as possible. One 
example is El Dia de los Muertos, the Mexican holiday, “The 
Day of the Dead”. The Spanish Honor Society, under the 
direction of Ms. Feldman and Ms. O’Neil, hosted an Elite 
Event in recognition of Hispanic Heritage Month. Students had a 
great time decorating sugar skulls and making lanterns.  

Mepham Cares 
School Psychologist, Dr. Samantha 

Bausert, works with the Counselor Center 
Staff to hold Wellness Wednesdays, to help 
our students recognize the importance of 
mental health! This opportunity is especially 
helpful to our students returning to a 
somewhat normal life in school and with 
out-of-school activities . Incoming 9th 
graders were introduced to our Counseling 
and Wellness staff through their English 
classes so they could feel more connected to 
all the support staff and services we have in the building. Everyone is feeling the stress but 
our Mepham family is here to help!  
Mepham Strong! 

Mepham S. T. R. O. N. G. stands for Students and Teachers Reaching Our New Goals. 
Everyone is excited about bringing this program back this year! Hand-picked students get 
paired up with mentor teachers. Mentors meet once a week with their mentees and the small 
time investment means A LOT! Lunch, board games, homework help and time to 
decompress is something we all could use more of! The program is set to kick off in 
November and we hope for successful yearlong - maybe even longer - bonds to be  formed!
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Giving New Life to Old Scraps at Brookside 

Emily Abma, MAP’s new full-time Science 
teacher, has hit the ground running (and reducing-
reusing-recycling) shortly after starting work in the 
Brookside Building. Ms. Abma—who is in her 
second year in the BMCHSD and now teaches 
Environmental Science, Forensics 1/2, and Living 
Environment—has gotten her students up out of their 
seats and performing a public service within the 
building.  

She has begun a composting-and-recycling 
program, led by her science classes. The students and 
staff learned recently about the process and importance of composting as a way to recycle 
nutrients. Food scraps are collected in the building and then deposited weekly into an 
outdoor composter. Her hope is that by spring we’ll be able to use the finished compost for 
the community garden! Additionally, recycling is collected biweekly by Ms. Abma’s 
Environmental-Science students as they learn about waste and its effect on the planet. 
Welcome to MAP, Emily, and good work! 

Promoting Mindfulness  
As a Way to Cope With the Day 

 Zach Gosse's Mindfulness and Meditation class 
was awarded a grant from the Parent Center to 
create a Zen Den in the Brookside Building.  The 
students have been studying and practicing 
mindfulness and meditation during the first quarter 
and will continue to do so in the second quarter.   

Many of the students find that they might become 
anxious during the school day, so there is a need to 

create a place away from their traditional classrooms where they can utilize their mindful 
practices or try to calm themselves.  Materials for the Zen Den are currently being delivered.  
The students hope to begin using the space during the second quarter. 

Best regards, 
Laura 

BY LAURA SHERIDAN (M.A.P.), LOCAL DO’S STAFF WRITER 

“Earth-conscious & the Art of Mindfulness at Brookside“ 
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BY BRUCE REED, (JFK H.S.), LOCAL DO’S EDITOR

“MAKING AN IMPACT”

Traces of Italy in N.Y. 
Nicolina Alfieri (World Languages, JFK) has found ways to encourage her students to 

express their creativity in photography within the context of the Italian culture. Students 
were encouraged to participate in the American 
Association of Teachers Italian contest. The 
contest’s theme was Tracce D'Italia in 
NY (Traces of Italy in New York). It asked 
students to submit original photos displaying 
Italian influence in their surroundings. Winners 
are selected based on the artistry of the photo, the 
connection to the theme and a detailed 
description of the submission. JFK’s Nicolina’s 
student, Faith Gunn won second place in this 
year’s contest!  

Congratulations to Faith and to her teacher, 
Ms. Nicolina Alfieri! 

The Case Method Institute for Education & Democracy 
Lisa Scherer’s AP U.S. History classes took part in a two day Harvard Case Method 

Study of James Madison and the Federal Negative. Lisa Scherer attended a workshop this 
summer to bring this program to Kennedy High School.  The Case Method Institute for 
Education and Democracy works with high school teachers nationwide to deliver a 
rigorous and engaging educational experience by bringing cases from the acclaimed 
Harvard course, “History of American Democracy,” into U.S. History, Government, and 
Civics classrooms.  Every student engages in the discussion using their text for evidence to 
support an argument that they developed. Students shared that they enjoyed both the 
reading and the engaging discussion that took place in class.  Future case studies will 
focus on the Removal of the Cherokee Indians, the Reconstruction Era, T.R. and the 1902 
Coal Strike,  the Meat Inspection Act and the legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

“Every student engages in the discussion using 
their text for evidence to support an argument that 
they developed. Students shared that they enjoyed 
both the reading and the engaging discussion that 
took place in class.” 

Lisa Scherer 
APUSH Teacher 



Page 7 OCT/NOV 2021 

Here I am, casually sitting at my computer, dressed like a student in a “My Hero 
Academia” hoody belonging to my daughter, black leggings and Crocs and wondering why I 
didn’t bring at least a change of shirt for when I have to “adult”  immediately after school. 
For anyone out there who hasn’t guessed it yet, we are deep in the throes of one of the most 
participated theme weeks I have seen in a long while; Student Council sponsored Spirit 
Week! 

As we trend towards normal (a highly subjective term), we seem to have managed to 
master the art of doing what we did in the good ‘ole days, even while masked.  Spirit Week 
has been no exception as we happily dressed in our pajamas (I may have been formally 
observed in an oversized sweatshirt and flannels myself) and got decked out in attire from a 
favorite decade (lots of twinning with students that day in 90’s band t’s acquired from Target 
and flannel button downs).  Students were encouraged to dress like a teacher and vice versa. 
On the final day, the 7th grade wore black and the 8th grade wore gold while our students 
battled it out on the turf as they participating in Field Day-styled events.  These events were 
a part of a reimagined Pep Rally planned by the Student Council, supervised by Deanne 
Junior and Mary-Kate Haslbauer cooperatively with MAMS administration.  Wednesday, 
Unity Day, was co-hosted by the PRIDE club and Student Council, and staff and students 
were encouraged to wear orange.  Rust, peach, burnt sienna; all shades were accepted! 

The International Buddy Club (Denise Schleith) has 
already been busy.  On Sunday, October 3, 2021 Honor 
Flight Long Island took their first flight since COVID to 
Washington, DC with 9 World War II veterans ranging in age 
from 90 years old to a 100 year old veteran who served as a 
nurse.  Merrick Avenue Middle School International Buddy 
Club members had the opportunity to read first hand 
experiences written by these veterans about their experiences 
serving during World War II.  Students wrote personalized 
letters to each veteran thanking them for their service and asking questions and commenting 
on their experiences.  The veterans received our letters during “mail call” while in 
Washington, DC.  Our students wrote very heartfelt, grateful letters to these veterans. We 
hope to continue to be pen pals with these veterans as well as other veterans who have served 

our country. 

Dominique Serpico’s 8th grade Spanish classes completed a 
fun project in celebration of Hispanic Heritage month. Her 
students painted ceramic tiles representing aspects of Hispanic 
culture. They did a great job!!! Take a look at the photo of 
some of their work!!

“STAYING THE COURSE”

BY LISA SHAPIRO (MERRICK AVE M.S.), LOCAL DO’S WRITER
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Grand Avenue is off to a great start this Fall!  Back again in another Pandemic school year, 
GAMS is making the most out of it!  We kicked off our Fall sports season with a 1st time ever 
Spirit Rally, led by Ben Fischer, the Athletic Director!  After a week of various themed dress 
up days, we culminated the week with an outdoor celebration and competition on the football 
field.  The cheerleaders and Grand Voices performed, followed by a battle of the 7th grade vs 
8th grade in a variety of covid-safe activities.  It was great for the students to have some mask-
free time outside as a whole school community! 

     A teacher to highlight this Fall is Kristin Fusaro, of the Social 
Studies/ Humanities Department.  In her “Past, Present, Future” 
elective, students just finished a research project on influential 
Hispanic-Americans for Hispanic Heritage Month.  They selected 
people from various fields: music, art, science, politics, sports, etc. 
After compiling research, they produced a pennant to highlight their 
notable achievements, which were hung for display.  She also chairs the 
Builders Club, which is about to begin a joint-venture with the Yorker 

Club.  They’ll be  hosting a food drive for the month of November.  All 
food and monetary donations collected will benefit the Community Cupboard. 

Next up, keeping the spirit alive at Grand is Sarah Norton, a Family and Consumer 
Science teacher.  In class, students are getting ready to cook!  This is wonderful news, as 
Covid prevented any cooking from happening last year!  In early November, Sarah is bringing 
back her tradition of inviting Guest Chefs into the classroom, where staff will prepare their 
favorite breakfast food for the students.  The students will also be learning about plating and 
garnishing, which will lead to a competition of which group can plate a Twinkie the best.  
Sounds like a fun lesson to me!  Finally, Sarah’s Cooking Club is competing in this year’s 
“Cupcake Wars,” with a theme of Halloween Cupcake Display.  The winners will get to go 
on a field trip to the Babylon Mercantile, where they will learn to make pasta!  Here’s to a 
GRAND fall/ winter for all of BMUST! 

   “RAISING THE BAR AT GAMS“ 

BY KIM FRIEDMAN, (GRAND AVE M.S.), 

LOCAL DO’S WRITER
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BMUST members showed their strong support for the annual Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk 
this year. The Walk took place on Sunday, October 17, 2021 at Jones Beach, N.Y. The five mile non-
competitive walk was an opportunity for members to show their solidarity with people who have been affected  
by this disease. Donations were collected to benefit the research and programs of the American Cancer 
Society. We thank all participants for their generosity and commitment to this cause. 

   

MAKING STRIDES AGAINST BREAST CANCER 




